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Minbu Division.—The south-western Division of Up-
per Burma, lying entirely in the Irrawaddy basin, between
18° 52° and 22° 50’ N. and 93° 59" and 95° 52" E. It is
bounded on the north by the Upper and Lower Chindwin
Districts; on the east by the Lower Chindwin, Sagaing,
Myingyan, Yamethin, and Toungoo Districts ; on the south by
Prome District ; and on the west by the Arakan Division and
the Chin Hills. 1t comprises four Districts: Thayetmyo in
the south, lying astride the Irrawaddy, mainly in Lower Burma ;
Minbu and Magwe, north of Thayetmyo, the former between
the Irrawaddy and .the Arakan Yoma, the latter between the
Irrawaddy and the Pegu Yoma ; and Pakokku, extending from
the Irrawaddy and Chindwin to the Chin Hills. The Com-
missioner of the Division also exercises control over the
Pakokku CHIN Hiris, which lie to the west of Pakokku.
With the exception of a comparatively narrow strip of hill
country in the west, practically the whole of the Division lies
in, and is typical of, what is known as the dry zone of Burma.
The population of the Division (excluding the Pakokku Chin
Hills) was 997,269 in 1891, and 1,076,280 in 1901. Its distri-
bution in 19o1 is shown in the table below.

b ) P
L Area in square | Population in |81 fAathameda
Disriet milen Plgor. | iaagedbi,
of rupees.
Thayetmyo . 4750 239,706 4:57°%
Pakokku . . 6,210 356,489 8,53
Minbu . . 3,299 233,377 6,62
Magwe . . 3,913 246,708 5,07
Total 17,172 1,076,280 24,79

- * Includes capitation tax in Thayetmyo.
BT. II. B
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2 MINBU DIVISION

The The populatnon is distributed over 7 towns and 4,714
P‘??]? . vﬂlpg@s :"Fhe head-quarters are at MiNsU (population, 5,780,

T in miver commumcatlon with all the other District head-
SOt guamets‘ The other towns are PAKOKKU (19,456), THAYET-

RS ‘MYo (15,824), ‘ALLANNYO in Thayetmyo District (10,207),
SALIN in Minbu District, and MaGweE and TAUNGDWINGYI in
Magwe District. Pakokku and Allanmyo are trade centres,
and both Thayetmyo and Salin are towns of some antiquity,
but there are no important historic sites in the Division. By
far the greater number of the people are Burmans, who aggre-
gated 1,009,102 in 19o1. Chins (to the number of 43,810)
inhabit the Arakan Yoma and Chin Hills along the western
border, and, to a small extent, parts of the Pegu Yoma also.
In Pakokku District are a community known as the Taungthas,
numbering §5,70r. Shans and Chinamen are few in number,
as are natives of India. The Census of 1gor showed totals of
only 4,768 Hindus and 4,696 Musalmins.

Boun- Thayetmyo District,—District of the Minbu Division,

2;“’?:&%‘:" Burma, lying between 18° 52’ and 19° 59’ N. and 94‘,’ 24’ and

and hill ~ 95° 52" E,, with an area of 4,750 square miles. It is bounded

:;:eﬂw' on the north by Minbu and Magwe Districts ; on the south by
Prome ; on the east by Yamethin and Toungoo; and on the
west by Sandoway. Its natural boundaries are the main ridges
of the two great ranges, the Arakan Yoma on the west and the
Pegu Yoma on the east. From these main ranges the hills
trend east and west to form the Irrawaddy watershed.

The Irrawaddy flows down the centre of the District from
north to south, and with its tributaries drains the whole. Of
its affluents on the west the most important are the Pani, the
Maton, and the Made. The Maton rises in the Arakan Yoma
in the latitude of Minbu, and runs for about 35 miles in a
southerly direction, to the point where it is joined by the Mu,
then turning south-east to join the Irrawaddy, a short dis-
tance above Kama, in the south of the District, after a farther
course of about 65 miles. The Pani, which rises in the extreme
north-west corner of the District, flows into the Maton 10
miles from its mouth. The country between the Pani and the
Irrawaddy is cut up by unimportant watercourses, which are
liable to sudden floods during the rains, but at other times are
practically dry. South of the Maton is the Made, which runs
for about 40 miles from the Yoma to join the Irrawaddy at
Kama, but is insignificant in the dry season. On the eastern

! The transfer of the head-quarters to Magwe has been sanctioned, and
will probably take place shortly,




THAYETMYO DISTRICT 3

slopes of the Irrawaddy valley the principal tributaries are the
Kyini and the Butle. The former rises in the hills which
separate the Sinbaungwe from the Allanmyo township, and,
joined by numerous affluents, empties’ itself into the Lrrawaddy
at Allanmyo, after a course of about 50 miles: South of it is
the Butle, nearly 6o miles in length, rising in the:Pegu Yoma
at the south-east comner of the District, and flowing due west
to join the frawaddy ro miles below Thayetmyo. It is swelled
from the south by several streams which drain. the whole of
the south-eastern portion of the District. The Arakan Yoma
averages about 4,000 feet in height, twice exceeding 5,000 feet.
The Pegu Yoma on the east is much less lofty, rising but once
above 2,000 feet, and tailing off towards the north. The hills
that divide the narrow river valleys on either side of the
Irrawaddy rarely attain any considerable altitude.. -

The western. portion of the District is occupied by a series Geology.
of shales and limestones (either Upper Cretaceous or Tertiary),
known as Chin shales. To the east of these come shales and
limestones containing Nummulitics; and farther east still are
marine sandstones, among which™ petroleum occurs in small
quantities, and clays of miocene age. East of. the Irrawaddy
the ground is covered by alluvium and sandstone containing
fossil wood.

The flora of the District is for the most part' characteristic Botaay.
of the dry zone. Teak is plentiful, and cutch is not uncommon:

Large tracts are covered with dry scrub jungle, and the cactus
is very plentiful.

Barking-deer and wild hog are common throughout the Fauna.
District. The brow-antlered deer (tkamin) is found in the
plhins; and in the thicker forests near the Yoma, bison,
buffaloes, tigers, elephants, bears, and rhinoceros abound. Pea-
fow] are scarce, but silver pheasants are found in considerable
numbers- in the hills. ,

The climate has the drier characteristics of Upper Burma, Climate
and shows more marked variations than the neighbouring and tem-
delta. The temperature falls as low as 42° in:the nights of the perature.
cold season, and sometimes rises above 105° at noon in the hot
season ; but the range in the hottest and coldest months is
roughly from 77° to 103° and from 55° to 85° respectively.

‘The District is accounted fairly healthy,.though statistics show

that cholera breaks out occasionally in places when the river

recedes far from the villages, and the inhabitants are- too lazy

to get a better supply of water than is afforded by stagnant

pools and comtaminated streams. Fever is prevalent in the
B2
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4 MINBU DIVISION

upper valleys of the tributaries that pour down from the
Arakan Yoma.

The rainfall is scanty and capricious, and crops are fre-
quently destroyed by untimely drought. The records at the
head-quarters of the townships for the last ten years give
averages varying from 31 inches at Minhla and Sinbaungwe
(bordering on the dry zone) to 49 inches at Mindon, near the
foot of the Yoma, and closer to the wetter areas of the delta.

Little is known of the early history of the District, which is
rarely mentioned in Burmese annals. After -the conversion of
the people to Buddhism, its southern tracts appear to have be-
longed to the kingdom of Tharekhettra (Prome), the northern
portion being administered from the modern Salin or Pagan.
The town of Mindon, at the foot of the Arakan Yoma, was
founded by a fugitive king of Prome, on the destruction of
his capital by the Talaings (about the middle of the eighth
century A.D.). The same monarch again rose to power at
Pagan, and a considerable portion of the District was for more
than goo years included in the kingdom which he founded.
The governors of Thayetmyo were appointed from Pagan
during this period ; but the fall of the Pagan dynasty was
followed by a long period of internal revolts, and the hold over
Thayetmyo was in all probability of the lightest. The District
was found parcelled out among various governors when it was
annexed with the rest of Pegu in 1852, and was then formed into
a subdivision of Prome District. In 1870 it was made into
a separate Deputy-Commissioner’s charge, and its boundaries
were extended by the Upper Burma subdivision of Minhla
after the annexation in 1886. The head-quarters of this
portion of the District are at Minhla, where the remains of the
old Burmese fort, now used as a bazar, mark the point at
which the first resistance was offered by the Burmans to the
advance of the British in 1885. The fort was taken by storm,
and the position on the opposite side of the river was destroyed
by dynamite. The sites of the old British frontier forts are
still traceable. The disturbances that followed on the annexa-
tion of Upper Burma were not without their effects in Thayet-
myo, and for several years after 1886 the District was harried
by gangs of dacoits. Nga Swe, the most notorious disturber
of the peace in this region, was killed, however, in 1888, and
after that the country gradually quieted down.

The most noted pagodas are the Shweandaw, a few miles
north of Thayetmyo town (founded in 1167) ; the Shwemyindin
or Shwesutaungbyi in the Kama township (said to have been
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erected in A.D. 100); and the Shwethetlut, in the town of
Thayetmyo (built in 1373). The last named is remarkable as
being hollow. Its name means ‘ the saving of the goldem life,
and it was erected by a king of Ava as a thank-offering for the
preservation of his life when taken prisoner by the king of
Arakan in Thayetmyo. The alternative name of the Shwe-
myindin pagoda, or Shwesutaungbyi (meaning ‘prayers ful-
filled ’), bears testimony to its reputed efficacy in responding to
petitions.

The population, excluding the Minhla subdivision (annexed The
in 1886), was 156,816 in 1872, 169,560 in 1881, 194,637 in people.
1891, and 174,646 in 19or. That of the District, including
Minhla, decreased from 250,161 in 1891 to 239,706 in 1goI.

Its distribution in 1901 is given in the table below :~—

§ Number of 4 §=: 2';"5‘-" -.5__%’-%
= g
Township. g% § g % g g % £2 gg _é §§§

i 24

28] 8| £ |Be|eshEe|fhe
Thayetmyo. 192) 1| 106 37,569 |196| —10 |[12,464
Mindon . .| y708]...| 351| 30,350 43 =13 7,337
Kama . .| 575|..| 201| 39,5701 69| — 4 |10,553
Minhla . .| 490|...] 290| 42,120| 86} +26 [10,060
Sinbaungwe < 1,873]...] 105| 33,395 12 + 6 6,531
Allanmyo . .| ogiaf 1 322 66,672 73| -—13 |15,707
District total | 4,750 | 2 | 1,275 | 339,706 | 50} — 4 |63,542

The decline in population since 1891 is due for the most part
to emigration into the delta country, and is not likely to con-
tinue long. Nearly 9,000 persons born in the District have
migrated of late years to Ma-ubin and Pyapon, more than
6,000 to Prome, and about 4,500 to Tharrawaddy. There are
two towns (THAYETMYO, the head-quarters, and ALLANMYO) with
more than 10,000 inhabitants, but the number of large villages
is inconsiderable. The great majority of the inhabitants are
Buddhists, though Animists (for the most part Chins) exceeded
15,000 at the last Census. Hindus and Musalmins totalled
a little below 2,500 each, and there were 881 Christians, of
whom the British troops stationed at Thayetmyo furnished
a considerable proportion. Emigration among the able-bodied
men has caused Thayetmyo to figure among the few Lower
Burma Districts in which the females outnumber the males.
The proportion in 1901 was 1,015 of the former to 1,000 of
the latter. Burmese is spoken by 89 per cent. of the popula-
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tion. The only other language used to any extent is Chin,
which had over 20,ac0 speakers in 1901.

With the exception of 19,700 Chins, nearly the whole of the
indigenous population of the District are Burmans. The ma-
jority of the Chins (about 12,000) inhabit the Arakan Yoma,
and are closely allied to the Chins of Kyaukpyu and Sandoway.
Tlere is, however, also a small settlement, about 8,000 strong,
to the east of the Irrawaddy in the Pegu Yoma. In all
172,300 persons, or 72 per cent. of the total population, were
in 1go1 classed as agricultural, and more than a quarter of this
total were dependent on Zasngya (shifting) cultivation alone.

The only Christian mission that works regularly in the Dis-
trict is the American Baptist Union, which has a school at
Thayetmyo and labours among the Chins. The Society for
the Propagation of the Gospel had a schoal in the District in
1901, but did no outside mission work. Native Christians
numbered 448 in 1901.

Rioce cultivation is confined to the shallow valleys between
the low hills, which radiate through the District and form its
most striking physical feature ; and it is only along the Matan
stream and in one or two spots in the Allanmyo township that
the conformation of the country is at all suited to the growing
of rice on an extended scale. At the same time the valleys
secure the benefit of the drainage from the hill slopes, and,
given a good rainfall, are not infertile. The monsoon is, how-
ever, so capricious, and the opportunities for irrigation from
perennial streams so small, that the rice crop is seldom con-
siderable. The hill-sides are moreover themselves cultivated
for ‘dry’ crops, and much of the fertilizing matter which in
richer country is carried into the paddy-fields is thus withheld.
The system of cultivation prevalent does not present any
marked peculiarities, but it may be noted that the area of the
average holding (4 acres) is very small compared with the
mean in other Districts. The paddy-fields have to be ploughed at
the very first opportunity, and the crop planted as early as pos-
sible, to minimize the risk of failure due to the absence of rain
late in the season ; and for the same reason only the rapidly
maturing kinds of rice are grown. For ploughing, bullocks are
used ; but the shallowness of the soil is against the use of the #
(ar iron plough), and the fields are usually prepared with the
tun (or harrow), and sometimes smoothed over with the 2yen-
don (or clod-crusher). A special feature is the practice of making
the nurseries in waste land, apart from the holding, where the
plants have the advantage of a virgin soil and the cultivator
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that of a larger planting area. When the ordinary wet-season
crops fails, mayin or hot-season rice is grown here and there
{especially on the Maton stream), the water being raised from
the rivers hy means of ingenious undershot wheels such as
may be seen on the Chindwin and the Taping. Zaungya rice
is extensively cultivated on the hillsides. In the Mindon
valley on the Maton the ground is very suitable for mixed
cultivation, and great pains are taken in the production of
onions. Both the large-leaved and pointed-leaved kinds of
tobacco are grown, the former producing a heavier crop, the
latter a finer tobacco. The plants are set out about 2 feet
apart in ground well prepared with the s and zyandon.

The main agricultural statistics of the District for 19go3—4 are

given below, in square miles : —

Township. Total area. | Cultivated. | Irrigated. Forests.

Thayetmyo . 193 28 1

Mindca . . 708 35 8

Kama . . 875 50 6
Minhla . . 490 41 3 3,341

Sinbaungwe . 1,873 36

Allanmyo . 912 8 11
Total | 4,750 ;3 | 23 3,341

Despite the meagre rainfall, the most important crop is rice,
which occupied 138 square miles out of the 272 square miles
cropped in 1903—4'. Other food-grains are millet, maize, and
gram. In parts of the District millet (pyaung) largely takes the
place of rice in a dry year, and in Minhla is almost as common
asrice. In 1go3-4 about 8,700 acres of maize were cropped.
Sesamum is the principal oilseed. It is grown very exten-
sively throughout the District, covering 47,000 acres in 1901,
and is popular, inasmuch as it does not require a great deal of
rain, and commands a high price. Cotton (12,500 acres) is
also largely grown on the hill-sides, and finds a ready market
in the Ywataung ginning-mills. The coarse soap, which is
manufactured from the cotton-seed, is slowly finding a market,
and the use of cotton-seed oil in place of sesamum oil is ex-
tending. Tobacco (5,900 acres) is increasingly cultivated in
the alluvial Jand along the Irrawaddy and Maton rivers, the
other main Aafng or river-bed crops being onions and chillies.
Experiments have been made with Havana tobacco, but have
not met with as much success as in the richer silt of the delta.

! Excluding fawngya areas.
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The area under gardens is 4,700 acres, the greater part con-
sisting of plantain groves.

Cultivation extends but slowly in Thayetmyo, for there is
little waste land suitable for rice, and the poor soil of the up-
lands requires long periods of rest. A slight expansion of the
rice area may be expected when the resources of the District
in the matter of irrigation are fully developed ; but, apart from
that, it may be said that the agricultural population and out-
turn have almost reached their limits.

While fully recognizing the difference between 6 per cent. and
60 per cent. interest, the Thayetmyo husbandman dislikes the in-
exorable punctuality with which he has to pay the instalments of
advances taken from Government, and still prefers as a rule to
patronize the local usurer. It is satisfactory to note, however,
that in a really bad year the cultivators who have lost or sold
their cattle apply freely for loans from Government. The
amounts advanced under the Agriculturists’ Loans Act during
the two years ending 1901 were Rs. 4,270 and Rs. 3,950 respec-
tively, and the average has risen since then to Rs. 7,000.

Cattle-breeding is carried on throughout the District, but on
a large scale only in the northern portion. There are no
peculiar varieties of breed. Pony-breeding is practised to a
small extent, but it is seldom that an animal of any real value
is produced. Sheep are not bred outside Thayetmyo town,
and goats are reared only by natives of India. The grazing-
grounds are unlimited in extent, but not very suitable in
character ; and in many parts cattle suffer severely from want
of good fodder in a dry season, for, although several fodder
crops are grown, the people cannot afford to devote much land
to them.

There are few perennial streams, and only a few small tanks
dependent on the rainfall. Wells are very little used, except
for the more valuable £aing crops. Several irrigation schemes
are under discussion, but the area which can be served by any
one system, in such broken country, is comparatively small.
Irrigation by means of a water-wheel is practised in some of the
riverain villages. About half the irrigated area is in the Myede
subdivision (watered by the Butle), and another quarter in
the Kama township (watered by the Made, Pani, and Maton).
In 1903—4 the area irrigated was about z3 square miles,
all rice land. Of this total 20 square miles were irrigated
from private canals, the remainder from tanks and wells. The
fisheries of the District are small and unimportant. They
brought in a revenue of a little more than Rs. 5,000 in 1903—4.
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The forest growth is, as determined by the climate, of the Forests.
‘dry’ indaing type in the north and near the river, improving in
quality and density southwards and away from the river up to
the Yoma on either side. On the east the Pegu Yoma and its
foothills are covered with excellent teak forest, the value of
which is, however, diminished by the poor floating qualities of
the streams. On the west the Yoma is much higher, and the
vegetation passes into the evergreen type, with climbing bamboo
and towards the north the india-rubber fig (Ficus elastica). The
greater part of the District is, however, of low elevation, and
has been heavily worked for Zdungya (shifting) cultivation for
so long that large trees are scarce, especially where the trade
in timber has assisted in the work of destruction. The species
found are therefore quick-growing soft woods, and large areas
are covered by the myin bamboo, in which there is a large
trade. Cutch is everywhere abundant, but reduced to scrub
or trees not older than the faunmgya rotation. Reserves in this
lower ground cover 196 square miles. Along the Yomas there
are also 445 square miles of teak Reserves: in all a total of
641 square miles. The area of unclassed forests is estimated
at 2,700 square miles, which gives a total forest area for the
whole District of 3,341 square miles. Besides teak and cutch
(Acacia Catechy), pyingado (Xylia dolabriformss), in (Diptero-
carpus tuberculatus), padauk (Plerocarpus indicus), and other
valuable timber trees are found in fair quantities. The net
forest revenue in 1503—4 was about 2.6 lakhs.

The only known mineral products are petroleum oil, clay, Mines and
laterite, limestone, and steatite. Coal is said to have been Minerals.
extracted many years ago a few miles south of Thayetmyo at
Tondaung, now, as its name implies, a centre of the lime
industry. The lime is burned in kilns on the bank of the
Irrawaddy, and finds a ready local market at from Rs. 10 to
Rs. 15 per 100 baskets. The annual production is nearly
4,000 tons. Qil is known to exist at Padaukpin, 8 miles west
of Thayetmyo town, but there is nothing to show that the oil-
field is a rich one. The laterite of the District is not of a
good quality. Steatite is found in the Arakan Yoma, but has
not been extracted to any considerable extent. The local
production of salt is forbidden, though saline earth suitable
for the industry occurs in places. Near Thayetmyo, and
elsewhere in the District, pottery clay is found, which is used
for the manufacture of rough pots for domestic use or the local
market. The natmi, or spirit fire, near Kama has attained
a certain local celebrity. Gas of unknown origin filters here
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through cracks in the earth, and is said to ignite of itself. In
places small mud pagodas have been erected by the pious at
the site of the phenomenon.

Cotton-weaving is carried on here and there throughout the
District, but silk-weaving is confined to one small village in
the Thayetmyo township. Wood-catving is pursued on & small
scale, and has not attained any celebrity ; on the other hand,
the silversmiths of Thayetmyo town produce beautiful work,
equal to the best that Rangoon can show. They display taste
in conception and great skill in execution, and their reputa-
tion is well deserved. The rough pottety of the District has
no outside sale, but the manufacture of coarse mats woven
from split bamboos forms a source -of livelihood for a consider-
able section (over 2,500) of the population. These mats are
made in two sizes and are exported in large quantities to
Lower Burma. The establishment of a steam cotton-ginning
mill at Ywataung in 1896 has practically extinguished the old
hand-gin industry. There were said to be 4,000 of the old-
fashioned machines in 1881, but these now have mostly dis-
appeared. The Ywataung factory is managed with some
enterprise. The cleaned cotton is baled by hydraulic pres-
sure and sent to the Rangoon market; the seed is then
crushed and the oil extracted. A coarse soap is produced
from the seed, but has not yet found a ready market. During
the cotton harvest the mills run day and night, and the hands
in the busy season number hundreds. The price of raw cotton
at the mill gates is about Rs. 20 per 100 viss. In the slack
cotton season the power is applied to saw-mills. Saw-pits
unaided by steam have not been altogether ousted, and
several are profitably worked at Thayetmyo and Allanmyo,
the sawn timber bemg sold locally.

The principal imports and exports enter and leave the
District by the steamers of the Irrawaddy Flotilla Company.
Of the former the most important are paddy, rice, fish, xgags,
oil, and piece-goods. The chief exports are mats (bamboo),
cotton, sesamum oil, tobacco, onions, lime, and cattle. Thay-
etmyo, Allanmyo, and one or two of the southern river vil-
lages are the main trade centres, from which the goods are
distributed by cart, and in the rains by the Maton stream.
Cattle are brought in during the dry season from Taung-
dwingyi overland, and are taken for sale between Allanmyo
and Prome by the Government road. The cotton goes to
Rangoon, the trade in it being practically in the hands of a
single Indian firm, and natives of India have secured a liberal
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share of the petty business of .the two main bazars of the
District.

There are no railways, but the steamers of the Irrawaddy Means of
Flotilla Company connect with the railway termini at Prome, g:{'i::‘;‘“i'
Myingyan, Sagaing, and Mandalay. The ferry steamers
between Thayetmyo and Minbu .in the north, and Prome in
the south, touch at the principal riparian villages, and there is
a small steam-ferry service between Thayetmyo and Allanmyo
on the east bank. Of the tributaries of the Irrawaddy, the
Maton is the only stream which has any censiderable boat
traffic. During the rains boats go beyond Mindon, which
during the dry season obtains its supplies by the Public Works
road running westwards from Thayetmyo and metalled for half
its length of 45 miles. The other main roads are those from
Ywataung to Tindaw (38} miles), on the way to Toungoo,
with a branch from Kyaukpadaung to Thanbulla (10 miles).
Thirty miles of the Prome-Myede read lie within the District.

In addition to these, 165 miles of track are maintained, follow-
ing the line of what were first designed as military roads in the
interior. Al the roads are keépt up from Provincial funds.

There is no record of any famine in the District. In $896—7 Famine.
there was a bad season in the Minhla subdivision, but the
people refused to accept work offered to them at famine-work
rates. Cattle-breeding in this portion of the District is carried
on extensively, :and it is probable that the people could tide
over one year in any circumstances short of complete failure
of both the main crops. The labour market in the delta is
open to all, and the high wages (paid generally in kind) attract
many agriculturists from the southern half of the District even
in a good year, while in a bad year nearly all the men move
southwards.

The District is divided into three subdivisions, Thayetmyo, District
Minhla, and Myede, each in charge of a subdivisional officer ; ::‘::;“:; 4
and six townships, THAYETMYO, MINDON, KAMA, MINHLA, stoff,
SINBAUNGWE, and ALLANMYO, of which the first three belong
to the Thayetmyo, the fourth and the fifth to the Minhla, and
the sixth to the Myede subdivision. Thayetmyo forms (with
Minbu and Magwe Districts) a Public Works division with two
subdivisional officers in the District, and is the head-quarters
of the Thayetmyo Forest division. The number of village
headmen at the commencement of 1904 was 705, but a few
circle thugvis are left in the District. »

Thayetmyo is in the jurisdiction of the Divisional and S,.'i;li::fi
Sessions Judge, Bassein Division. The Deputy-Commissioner justice.
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is District Judge. There are no whole-time township judges,
as in the adjoining Districts of Lower Burma ; and no addi-
tional township judges except in the township court, Thayet-
myo, where the treasury officer sits as additional judge, and
exercises Small Cause Court powers in the town. The sub-
divisional officer, Myede, has Small Cause Court jurisdiction
in Allanmyo. Habitual cattle-thieves form a large portion of
the population on the east of the river. Murders are very rife,
especially during the hot season. Dacoity and robbery are
not common, but gambling in the southern part of the District
is almost universal, and is the subject of frequent prosecu-
tions. Civil litigation is mainly concerned with small money
or land suits.

Before the annexation of Pegu there was no real system of
land revenue calculated on the area of cultivation, and it is not
known how much of the revenue transmitted to the capital
(which amounted in the year before annexation to just over
a lakh of rupees) consisted of land tax. Immediately after the
acquisition of the southern portion of the existing District an
acre assessment was introduced ; but the scheme did not work
satisfactorily and, pending a proper survey, a settlement was
offered to the people, under which each man was required to
pay for a period of five years the same sum as he had paid in
the year previous to settlement, an arrangement which was
eagerly accepted. Before 1872 there were two such quin-
quennial settlements of revenue. The rates at this time for
rice land were 4,6, 8, and 12 annas and R.1 per acre, with
a fallow rate of 2 annas; and it was not till 1891, long after
the Districts farther south had been surveyed and settled, that
survey operations were started. The survey was completed
in 1892, and comprised most of the rice-producing tracts in
the Lower Burma portion of the District. In 19oo and 1901
this area was settled. Before this settlement the maximum
and minimum rates per acre had been, for rice, 8 annas
to Rs. 1-8—0, and for crops of other kinds from 12 annas to
Rs. 1-8-0, while solitary fruit trees were taxed at from 3 to
4 annas each. The rates introduced in 1902z were—on rice
lands, 8 annas to Rs. 2-8-o0 per acre; on ya or uplands, R. 1
to Rs.2; on Aaing crops, Rs.2 to Rs.4; on tobacco,
Rs. 2-8-0; on gardens, Rs. 1-8-0 to Rs. 3; and on solitary
fruit trees, 4 annas each. The highest rice rates are levied in
the lower valley of the Maton, the lowest in the distant Awins
in the upper valley of the Maton and its tributary the Mu. In
the unsettled portions the revenue rolls are prepared each year
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by the headmen, their measurements being checked to a certain
extent by the supplementary survey staff.

The following table shows, in thousands of rupees, the
growth of the revenue since 1880-1:—

1880-1. 1890-1. 1900-1. 1903-4.

Land revenue . . 1,10 1,06 1,39 2,36
Total revenne . .| 4,08 4,87 5,02 6,01

Up to 19o1—2 both capitation tax and tkathameda were levied
in Thayetmyo, the former in the Lower Burma, the latter in the
Upper Burma, portion of the District. In 1902—3 capitation
tax was levied over the whole District, and the demand was
Rs. 2,20,000.

The District cess fund, administered by the Deputy-Commis- Local and
sioner for the up-keep of local institutions, had an income “’o"v‘g:i}”l
of Rs. 35,400 in 1903-4, the chief item of expenditure being ment.
education (Rs. 6,800). THAYETMYO and ALLANMYO with
Ywataung are the only municipalities.

Thayetmyo is ordinarily garrisoned by the head-quarters and Army.
five companies of a British infantry regiment and a regiment of
native infantry. The old fort at Thayetmyo, which is on the
river bank at the north of the cantonment, is now a military
prison. There are small detachments of the Upper Burma
Volunteer Rifles at Thayetmyo and Allanmyo.

The civil police force consists of a District and an Assis- Police and
tant Superintendent, 4 inspectors, 75 head constables and Jails-
sergeants, and 475 constables. There are 15 police stations in
the District, and 23 outposts. Bodies of military police are
stationed at Thayetmyo, and at the head-quarters of each town-
ship, and during the open season assist in the patrolling of the
rural areas.

The Central jail at Thayetmyo has accommodation for 1,197

prisoners, though the average population in 1go3 was only 661.
Since the use of river water, which is pumped up from the
river by the prisoners, the jail has been remarkably healthy.
The industries carried on within its walls are carpentry, black-
smith’s and tinsmith’s work, bamboo and cane-work, paddy-
husking, oil-pressing, cotton-cleaning, skin-tanning and curing,
coir-pounding, mat and rope-making, and stone-breaking.

In the matter of education Thayetmyo ranks fairly high Education.
among the Districts of Burma. In 19or the proportion of
those able to read and write in 1,000 of each sex was 48-7 per
cent. in the case of males and 3-8 in the case of females, or
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26-1 for both sexes together. Primary education, as elsewhere
in Burma, is mainly provided by the monastic schools which are
to be found in most villagess A large number of these have
submitted to the guidance of the Educational department with
great advantage. The number of pupils has been rising
steadily. In 1891 it was 6,737, and in 1901 it totalled 6,896.
In 1903-4 there were 11 secondary, 117 primary, and 354
elementary (private) scheols, with-an attendance of 8,544 pupils
(including 523 girls). An Anglo-vernacular school for Chins
is managed by the American Baptist Mission, and two Anglo-
vernacular schools are maintained or aided by the municipalities
of Thayetmyo and Allanmyo-Ywataung. The other secondary
schools are vernacular. The Provincial expenditure on educa-
tion in 1903—4 was Rs. 3,300. The District cess fund spent
Rs: 6,800, and municipal funds Rs. 2,200 during the same year,
and the receipts from fees amounted. ta Rs. 4,300.

Hospitals,  There are 4 hospitals with accommodation for 88 in-patients.

Vaccina-
tion.

In 1903 the number of cases treated was 36,199, of whom 1,367
were in-patients, and 1,125 operations were performed. The
total expenditure was Rs. 32,000, towards which municipal
funds contributed Rs. 29,000, and the District cess fund
Rs. 2,000.

Vaccinationr i§ compulsory only in. Thayetmyo town. In
1903—4 the number of persons successfully vaccinated was
15,461, representing 65 per. 1,000 of population..

[Colonel H. Brawne, Statistical and Historical Accownt.of the
Thayetmyo District (1873) ; W. V. Wallace, Ssttlesment Report
(1902).

Tha;etmyo Subdivision.—Subdivision of Thayetmyo
District, Burma, consisting of the- THAYETMYO,. MINDON, and
Kama townships.

Thayetmyo Township.—Township of Thayetmyo Dis-
trict, Burma, lying hetween 19" 15° and 19" 30° N. and 94° 48’
and 95° 13" E., on the western bank of the Irrawaddy, with
an area of 19z square miles. The population was 41,651
in 1891, and 37,599 in 19or. The decrease took place in
Thayetymo cantonment, and in the rural areas of the township
only, while the inhabitants of the Thayetmyo municipality
increased during the decade. The township contains 106
villages and one town, THAYETMYO (population, 15,824), the
head-quarters of the township and District. Outside the limits
of the town the inhabitants are almost wholly Burmese-
speaking. The area cultivated in 1903-4. was 25 square miles,
paying Rs. 19,000 land revenue.
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Mindon.—Western township of Thayetmyo District, Burma,
lying between 19° 3’ and 19° 30’ N. and 94° 30’ and 94° 56’ E.,
with an area of 708 square miles. The township; which is
undulating in the east and hilly in the Arakan Yoma country in
the west, contains 251 villages.. It-had a population of 35,040
in 1891, and 30,350 in 190r. Emigration to the more fertile
lands of the delta accounts for the falling off' during the decade.
The head-quarters are at Mindon, a village of 803 inhabitants;
picturesquely situated on the Maton river within a few miles of
the Arakan Hills. The total number of: Chins is about 4,000,
They inhabit the Arakan Yoma, which covers the western half
of the township. About 35 square miles were cultivated in
1963-4, paying Rs. 29,000 land revenue.

Kama.—South-western township of Thayetmyo District;
Burma, lying between 18° 52’ and 19° 18’ N. and 94° 39’ and
95° 13’ E., and extending from the Irrawaddy in the east to the
Arakan Yoma on the west. The area of the township, which
is intersected by low hills, is 5§75 square miles; and it contains
201 villages. The population in 1891 was 41,383, and in 1gor,
in consequence of emigration to the delta, it had fallen to 39,570
(including 2,500 Chins). The head-quarters are at Kama
(population, 1,779), a village situated on low hills on the right
or western bank of the Irrawaddy. In 19o3—4 the area under
cultivation amounted to 5o square miles, paying Rs. §3,000
land revenue.

Minhla Subdivision,—Subdivision of Thayetmo District,
Burma, consisting of the MINHLA and SINBAUNGWE townships:

Minhla Township.—Northernmost township of Thayetmyo
District, Burma, lying between 19° 30’ and 19° 59’ N. and
94° 24’ and 95° 12’ E., and extending from the Irrawaddy to the
Arakan Yoma in the west, with an area of 490 square miles.
It contains 290 villages, the most important of which is Minhla
(population, 2,553), the head-quarters, on the right or west bank
of the Irrawaddy close to the border of Minbu District. The
population was 33,416 in 1891, and 42,120 in 1901. It is the
only township of the District which has increased considerably
in population during the past decade. There are nearly 6,000
Chins, who inhabit the hilly country to the west. East of the
Yoma, towards the-Irrawaddy valley, the country is cut up by
low hills. The area under cultivation in 19o3-4 was 41 square
miles, paying Rs. 36,000 land revenue. In 19o2-3 capitation
tax took the place of thsthameda as the main source of revenue.

Sinbaungwe.—North-eastern township of Thayetmyo Dis-
trict, Burma, lying between 19° 30’ and 19° 47° N. and 95° 10’
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and 95° 40" E., and stretching from the Irrawaddy eastwards to
the confines of Magwe and Yamethin Districts, with an area
of 1,873 square miles. Its head-quarters are at Sinbaungwe,
a village of 2,394 inhabitants, on the left or east bank of the
Irrawaddy. The country is dry and undulating, and sparsely
inhabited. The population was 22,108 in 1891, and 23,395
in 1901, distributed in 105 villages. 7kathameda was the main
source of revenue up to 19o2-3, when it was replaced by
capitation tax. The area under cultivation in 1903—4 was
36 square miles, paying Rs. 36,000 land revenue.

Myede.—South-eastern subdivision of Thayetmyo District,
Burma, conterminous with the Allanmyo township, and lying
to the east of the Irrawaddy, between 18° 55" and 19° 30" N.
and 95° 9’ and 95° 52" E. It has an area of 912 square miles,
and the population was 76,563 in 1891 and 66,672 in 19go1. The
township contains one town, ALLANMYO (population, 10,207),
the head-quarters, and 322 villages. The rainfall is precarious,
and the large decrease in inhabitants since 1891 is due to
emigration to the rich delta Districts of the Irrawaddy Division.
About one-eighth of the population are Chins, inhabiting the
slopes of the Pegu Yoma, which separates the township on the
east from Toungoo District. The township, which is intersected
by low hills, contained 85 square miles under cultivation in
1903—4, paying Rs. 63,000 land revenue.

Allanmyo Town.—Head-quarters of the Myede subdivision
of Thayetmyo District, Burma, situated in 19° 22’ N. and
95° 13’ E., on the east bank of the Irrawaddy, almost imme-
diately opposite Thayetmyo, the District head-quarters, and
connected with it by a steam-launch ferry. Population (1901),
10,207. Allanmyo, so called after Major Allan, who demarcated
the frontier line in 1854, has sprung up to the south of the old
Burmese fort of Myede. It gradually became a trade centre,
and up to the time of the annexation of Upper Burma was an
important frontier station. The affairs of Allanmyo, together
with those of the adjoining urban area of Ywataung, have been
administered since rgoo by a municipal committee. The
income and expenditure of the municipal fund in 1903—4 were
Rs. 28,000 and Rs. 21,000 respectively. The former is derived
almost entirely from the municipal bazar. The chief items
of expenditure were Rs. 4,100 spent on conservancy, and
Rs. 5,100 on the hospital. Allanmyo is one of the main
centres of the cotton trade of the Province, and has a steam
factory for cotton-ginning, oil-pressing, and the manufacture
of cotton-oil soap.
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Thayetmyo Town.—Head-quarters of Thayetmyo Dis-
trict, Burma, situated in 19° 20’ N. and ¢5° 12' E, in
the centre of an undulating plain on the right bank of the
Irrawaddy, about 11 miles south of the old frontier between
Upper and Lower Burma, and immediately opposite the town
of Allanmyo, with which it is connected by a launch ferry.
The name Thayetmyo in its present form means ¢ mango city’
(tkayet=* mango’) ; but this is said to be a corruption of
That-yet-myo (‘city of slaughter’), a name given to the town
to commemorate the murder of his sons by a ruler of olden days,
who feared they would rebel on attaining manhood. The town
is said to have been founded about 1306 by a son of the last
king of Pagan, and contains one of the Shwemoktaw pagodas
which is alleged to have been erected by Asoka, but is not
the repository of any antiquities. On the annexation of Pegu
the town contained only 200 or 300 houses, but it rapidly
grew after becoming a military station. During the ten years
ending 1901 the population fell from 17,101 to 15,824, partly
owing to the decrease of the garrison, which now consists
of the head-quarters and wing of a British regiment and a
native regiment. The cantonment, which occupies a well-
timbered area close to the river bank, contains a fine set of
barracks, built in 1854. The small fort north of the canton-
ment is now used as a military prison. The station is one
of the healthiest in India for British troops, the death-rate
in 1901 being only 2} per thousand. In April and May the
heat is very great, and the glare off the sandbanks that extend
along the river face adds considerably to the discomfort of
the residents. At this season the surroundings of the station
have a very dried-up and parched appearance, but with the
rains the verdure reasserts itself, and the cold season is dis-
tinctly pleasant. The rainfall is moderate, averaging 36 inches
per annum.

The town has been administered since 1887 by a muni-
cipal committee, which at present consists of 3 ex officio and
9 nominated members. The elective system is not in force.
The municipal income and expenditure during the ten years
ending 190r averaged between Rs. 30,000 and Rs. 31,000.
In 1903-4 the income amounted to Rs. 30,000 (house and
land tax, Rs. 8,300 ; markets, &c., Rs. 16,700), and the ex-
penditure to Rs. 54,000, the chief items being conservancy
(Rs. 8,700) and hospital (Rs. 28,000). The annual income
and expenditure of the cantonment fund amounts to about
Rs. 13,000. A new municipal hospital has replaced the old

3U. 11, C
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one burnt down in 190co. The municipal school educates
up to the seventh standard, and has an average attendance
of 140. There is a large Central jail on the outskirts of the
town. Thayetmyo is an important station of call for river
steamers, but it has achieved no special importance as a trade
centre. The best known of its industries is silver-work, which
can hold its own with that of any other town in Burma.
Pakokku District. —District in the Minbu Division of
Upper Burma, lying between 20° 48" and 22° 50’ N. and
93° 59’ and 95° 24’ E., with an area of 6,210 square miles.
It is pear-shaped, tapering off towards the north, and is
bounded on the north by the Upper and Lower Chindwin
Districts ; on the east by the waters of the Chindwin and Irra-
waddy, which separate it from Sagaing and Myingyan Districts ;
and on the south by Minbu District; the lofty barrier of
the Chin Hills forms its entire western border. The District
is divided into two roughly equal parts east and west by the
masses of the Pondaung and Tangyi ranges, which rise to
about 3,000 or 4,000 feet in the north, and diminish in the
south to about 2,000 feet. In the extreme west between
the Pondaung and the Chin Hills lies a long narrow valley,
running north and south, and divided towards its southern
end by a watershed. The country to the north of this divide
is drained by the Myittha, which rises in the Pakokku Chin
Hills, enters the District from the west, and flows northwards
into the Upper Chindwin District, and by the Myittha’s
southerly affluent, the Maw. The valley to the south of
the watershed is for the most part drained by the Yaw river
and its numerous tributaries. East of the Pondaung is a
strip of country, 15 miles in width in the north and widening
to 45 miles in the south, bounded on the east by the Tangyi
Hills, which run in a general southerly direction right down
the centre of the District. The whole of it is watered by the
Yaw river, which comes in from the west, bends southwards,
and flows into the Irrawaddy in the extreme south of the
District. North of the point where the Yaw enters this strip
is the valley of the Kyaw; south of this point the ground
rises from the river into a mass of hills and narrow valleys,
only the southern edge of which is inhabited to any extent.
To the east of the central stretch of hill and valley the country
varies considerably. Near the Irrawaddy and Chindwin are
large alluvial plains, transformed in places into lagoons by
the annual rise of the rivers. Behind these plains the
surface rises gradually, and becomes more and more broken
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as it approaches the hills, the whole area being arid, and water
being very difficult to obtain. In this portion of the District
is a small isolated range running north and south, and cul-
minating in the Shinmadaung, 1,757 feet in height, about
20 miles due north of Pakokku town.

The eastern portion is covered with the alluvium deposited Geology.
by the Irrawaddy and Chindwin. On the west of the Irra-
waddy soft sandstones of Upper Tertiary (pliocene) age occupy
a large area ; they are characterized by the presence of fossil
wood in large quantities, and in the Yaw Valley by mammalian
bones. On the right bank of the Irrawaddy opposite Pagan
the miocene (Pegu) beds are brought up by an anticlinal fold,
and form a long narrow ridge running north and south parallel
with the river. It is here, in the neighbourhood of Yenangyat,
that the petroleum area is situated. Twelve oil-sands have
been recognized in this region, all occurring in the lower or
Prome stage of the miocene beds.

The flora of the arid areas in the east of the District is Botany.
of the type common to the dry zone of Upper Burma, and
includes cactus and other vegetation that thrives without
much moisture, In the hills in the west bamboos and teak
are common, and stretches of pine forest occur on the higher
ridges.

Barking-deer, sdmbar, bear, wild hog, leopard, #sine or Fauna.
Asaing (Bos sondaicus), and pyaung (bison) are always to
be found in the jungles of the District. Wild elephants often
appear on the slopes of the remoter ridges, and the thick
forests which clothe the hill ranges are a resort for tigers.

The dry part of the District east of the Pondaung is healthy, Climate
but hot. West of the Pondaung the rainfall is much heavier, ;‘;ga:"":
and the heat is not so oppressive ; but during the rains dense ’
fogs are frequent in the valleys, which are excessively unhealthy,
especially at the beginning and end of the wet season. Few
visitors escape fever, and the residents themselves are not
free from this scourge. What is known as Yaw fever is of
an even more virulent type than the well-known fever of
Arakan, and frequently attacks those who have returned to
the valleys from the healthier parts of the District. The
cold season is crisp and pleasant; but during April, May,
and June the thermometer in the dry parts rises considerably
above 100° as much as 107° being by no means an uncommon
record. A temperature of 118° recorded in the Pakokku
courthouse, has so far been looked upon as the maximum.

The rainfall in the dry parts of the District is light and Rainfall.

c2
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capricious ; and here there is always a great scarcity of water,
which in many places has to be carted for miles. The vil-
lages in the interior of the Pakokku and Myaing townships,
particularly in the latter, have to depend almost entirely on
tanks for their water-supply. West of the Pondaung the
rainfall is much higher, but the distribution is uneven; the
Kyaw valley enjoys a fairly ample supply, while the Gangaw
township receives somewhat less, and the share of the Tilin
township is even smaller. The average of the five years
ending in 1902 was 23 inches in Pakokku, 35 inches in the
central portion (Pauk), and 48 inches in the Myittha valley
(Gangaw).

Prior to the annexation of Upper Burma, Pakokku was only
a small fishing village, and its #kugy was under the control
of the wun of Pakangyi. Though legends give what seem
obviously fanciful origins for its name, it is not even mentioned
in old maps, and the Irrawaddy Flotilla steamers only com-
menced to make it a place of call of recent years. Formerly
all steamers called at Kunywa, 4 miles above Pakokku, where
one of the branches of the Chindwin river joins the Irrawaddy,
as for a long time Pakokku was cut off from the main channel
by a huge sandbank, and Kunywa was then the main trading
centre. In 1885, however, the sandbank disappeared, the
river resumed its old course opposite Pakokku, and from that
time trade steadily found its way to Pakokku, while Kunywa
shrank into an unimportant village. The rise and growth
of Pakokku have been particularly marked since the British
occupation.

Under Burmese rule the Pakangyi kayaing corresponded
with the present Pakokku District, and included the wun-ships
of Pakangyi, Yaw Lemyo, and Pagyi Taik. At the time of
annexation the area now forming the District was part of Pagan
and Myingyan. During 1886 it was in a very unsettled state,
as the greater part of it was dominated by the Shwegyobyu
prince, who had been joined by the local Burman official,
the Kayaingwun of Myingyan. A column was sent up in
1886 to deal with the insurgents, civil officials were stationed
at Pakangyi, and two small posts were built at Pakokku and
Yesagyo. The rebels were restrained to a certain extent by
a military post at Myaing, but this part of the District was not
at peace till a post was established at Pakangyi. The Pagan
District was abolished and the Pakokku District formed in
1888 with its head-quarters at Pakokku. The Yaw country
in the west was still unsettled even then, being overrun by
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two of the Shwegyobyu pretender’s adherents, an influential
local official called Ya Kut and a dacoit leader called Tha
Do. Both were got rid of, however, during the course of
the year.

Old pagodas abound in the District. The most noticeable Archaeo-
in the neighbourhood of Pakokku are the Shwegu pagoda '°87-
in the town itself, the Tangyiswedaw pagoda opposite Pagan
on the Irrawaddy, and the shrines at Kunywa, Shinmadaung,
and Thamaing. The first mentioned is supposed to occupy
the site of the shrine erected by Alaungsithu, king of Pagan,
over the grave of his queen, who died in childbirth. Grants
of wuttugan land were made in 1887 to the trustees of the
Tangyiswedaw pagoda, as well as to those of three famous
images of Gautama known as the Sithushin, the Shinmadaung,
and the Datpaung Myezu at Pakangyi in the Yesagyo town-
ship. The Tangyiswedaw pagoda is said to have been erected
by Anawrata of Pagan to enshrine a tooth of Gautama brought
by him from China ; the three Pakangyi images are of sandal-
wood, and date back to the early years of the twelfth century.
They are reputed to have been put up by Narapadisithu, the
famous warrior king of Pagan. They were removed to
Mandalay in 1884, but were restored to Pakangyi two years
later. Opposite Thamadaw in the Pauk township, on the
west bank of the Yaw river, are two famous pagodas, the
Shwepaunglaung and Shwemoktaw, which mark the site of
a small pagoda said to have been erected by Dhamathawka,
king of Pagan in 1091. They were restored by Narapadisithu
a century later, and the anniversary of their restoration in the
month of Tabaung used to be regularly celebrated by a festival
till the time of the British occupation. The festival is now
being revived.

The population increased from 311,959 in 1891 to 356,489 The
in 1go1. Its distribution in the latter year is shown in the PeoPle.
table on the next page.

The table shows that there has been a slight increase since
1891 in the townships bordering on the Chin Hills in the
north-west of the District, a diminution in the southern town-
ships, from which the people appear to have moved to some
extent to the better irrigated tracts in the north of Minbuy,
and a substantial rise in the north-east, which has had the
benefit of immigration from Myingyan and elsewhere. In the
valleys of the Irrawaddy and Chindwin the population is dense,
but in the hills to the west the villages are scattered. Burmese
is spoken by 96 per cent. of the people.
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The majority of the population is Burman or quasi-Burman.
About 6,500 Chins occupy the western townships in the
valleys of the Yaw and Myittha rivers. The Taungthas, who
numbered 5,700 in 1901, inhabit the Yaw country and are
peculiar to the District. In dress the men resemble the
Burmans, but the women are distinguished by a white petticoat
and a dark plaid sash of cotton worn under the jacket round
the body from chest to hips. Their dialect is distinct from
that of the other residents of the Yaw tract, and contains words
which have an affinity with the Baungshe or Lai dialect of the
Chins. They profess both Buddhism and nafworship, are
industrious, and make good agriculturists. No very satisfactory

Naumber of i'u 3_53 | =LY
E § |58 5aads|fal,
Township. £3 Ex } i ag §538o .ég'g-g

4 AT HE

& |é| & }7 & 5 g="|=re
Pakokku . .| 386 1 223 | 68,344 177 — 4 |218,158
Yesagyo . .| 564...| 338} 87,797|156| +63 |323,950
Myaing . .| 8as|..| 2958 71,076 | 87 +83 | 14,260
Pauk . . .|x490]..| 190]| 41,031 28 +13 8,223
Saw . . .|1,200}..| 117| 19,868| 17| ~—1I §,066
Seikpyu . .| x59{..| 152} 31,0700| 56 —34 | 4527
Gangaw .| 698|...] 118] 24,200 35 + 7 6,069
Tilin . . .| 488|..] 130 13,183| 25 + 11 3,744
District total | 6,310 | 1 | 1,453 | 356,489 | 57 +14 | 82,997

theory as to their origin has yet been put forward. The Yaws
of the same region, who speak or spoke a dialect of their own,
are now practically indistinguishable from their Burman neigh-
bours. They have a reputation as magicians. Natives of
India numbered in 1gox only 1,997, Hindus predominating.
More than half of this total are engaged in trade in Pakokku
town, or have found employment in the Yenangyat oil-fields
as traders and coolies. The number of persons returned as
directly dependent on agriculture ih 19or was 221,494, Or
62 per cent. of the total population. Of this number 50,562
in the western hill areas were dependent on faungya cultivation.

There are less than 200 Christians, of whom 106 are
natives. The only Christian mission is that of the Wesleyans
at Pakokku.

The alluvial soil is rich in the riverain and island lands,
which produce peas, chillies, tobacco, gram, beans, and a
number of other vegetables. In the highlands away from the
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river it is sandy in composition, with an admixture of red clay
and gravel, and fit for ya cultivation only. The surface of the
country is in general undulating and hilly, abounding in ravines
and nullahs leading into the various streams. The system
of cultivation is uniform throughout the District. The fields
are tilled with a four-toothed harrow, lengthwise once, then
diagonally once, and again breadthwise once. After this
the surface is treated with a three-toothed harrow, first diagon-
ally, then lengthwise or breadthwise, and again diagonally;
finally the soil is made even with the harrow stock. For
paddy-fields wooden harrows are used with teeth 8 inches
long ; for upland fields the length of the teeth is increased
to 12 inches.

The crops are of the ordinary dry zone kind. KXawkyin
(early) rice, maize, early sesamum, and Zawngya rice are sown
in May and June and reaped in December. For the Aawkkyi
rice crop operations commence in June and finish in January,
while /4 (millet), cotton, jowadr, late sesamum, wheat, and
gram are sown from July to October and reaped from December
to February. The last named is a specially important staple
in Pakokku. Maize is grown to a great extent, not only for
the sake of the grain, but for the inner leaves of the sheath,
which are used as wrappers for cheroots. This substance
when ready for the market is called ge£, and large quantities
of it are exported. The Ayum (or island) crops are sown
from September to December in the rich alluvial soil the rivers
leave behind them as they fall, and are reaped in March
and April. They consist of various kinds of pulse, tobacco,
and vegetables. The mayin or hot-season rice crop is planted
from December to February in low-lying inundated hollows,
and reaped in March and April

The following are the main agricultural statistics for 1903—4,
in square miles :—

Township. Total area. | Cultivated. | Intigated. Forests.
Pakokka . . 386 124
Yesagyo . . 564 134 3
Myaing . . 8ag 315
Pauk . . 1,490 43 6

Saw . . 1,200 23 9 3,785
Seikpyn . . 559 1cy 3
Gangaw . . 698 22 1
Tilia . . 488 6 1

Total | 6,210 674 23 3,785

Chlel' ngn-

ltatutlcs
and princi-
pal ciops.
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The staple crop is jowar, which covered 319 square miles
in 1903-4, and forms the chief means of subsistence of the
inhabitants of the poorer parts of the District Rice, the food-
grain of the people in the towns and the richer rural areas,
was grown on 157 square miles. Gram occupied 30,000 acres,
between one-third and one-half of the total for the whole
Province. Pulse of various kinds covered about 33,000 acres,
maize 23,200, and sesamum 32,600, and 4,900 acres were
under tobacco. Garden cultivation is but little practised ; but
some betel-vines are grown in the Yesagyo township.

Cultivation is being extended generally, but it varies with
the rainfall of the year, and depends to some extent on the
manner in which the islands left by the river as it falls form
in the channel. This island land is eagerly sought by the
villagers for the cultivation of rice, maize, wheat, tobacco,
and various kinds of vegetables, and differs from year to year
in position and extent. The local cultivators do nothing to
improve the quality of their crops, and there has been no
experimental cultivation to speak of in the District. American
maize was grown for a time tentatively, but the husk proved
too coarse for cheroot-covers. Virginia and Havana tobacco
have also been tried in some parts, but can command no
market value, as the flavour is disliked by the Burmans.
Advances are made under the Agriculturists’ Loans Act to
villagers who have lost their plough cattle by disease, or have
suffered in consequence of a bad harvest. The people appear
fully to understand and appreciate the advantages to be derived
from these loans, which during the past few years have averaged
about Rs. 10,000 annually.

There are no special breeds of cattle or other live-stock, but
the District produces fairly good beasts, and about soo head
of cattle are exported annually to Lower Burma, where they
are readily sold for high prices. No special grazing-grounds
are set apart for cattle, the jungles near the villages supplying
all that is needed for the greater part of the year, though in
the interior where fodder and water are scarce the feeding and
watering of the live-stock is by no means an easy matter in
the hot season.

Channels or canals are dug by the villagers to irrigate their
fields from the beds of the Yaw and Myittha rivers. The level
of the streams is raised by means of a dam constructed of
branches of trees and plaited bamboo work, and plastered
over with mud and stones. The stream may carry away
the dam from time to time, but the agricuitural community
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re-erect the obstruction, each cultivator who has irrigable
land subscribing his quota of labour. An artificial water-
way, known as the Saw myaung, was constructed in the
Yesagyo township by the people about forty years ago, to let
the water from the Chindwin river on to their lands. It was
in time neglected and allowed to silt up, but on a representa-
tion from the villagers in 1903 a portion of it was redug near
Pakannge with satisfactory results, This canal irrigates a large
natural depression about 8 miles by 2, extending near the river
from Yesagyo to Kunywa in the Pakokku township. Tanks
and wells are not utilized for irrigation purposes. The area
irrigated in 1903—4 was 22 square miles, practically all rice
land, of which 19 square miles drew their supplies from private
canals. About two-thirds of the irrigated area lies in the
Pauk and Saw townships, the rest being situated for the most
part in Yesagyo and Seikpyu. There are fisheries in the
Pakokku, Seikpyu, and Yesagyo townships, formed by the
overflow from the Irrawaddy and the Chindwin. They furnish
most of the fishery revenue, which in 1903—4 amounted to
nearly Rs. 11,000.

In the Myaing and Pakokku townships, and over the greater Forests.
part of the Seikpyu township, forest vegetation is not prolific.
What there is belongs to the class generally known as dry
forest, with stunted and scrubby growth. Farther to the north
and west the forest passes gradually into the upper mixed class,
and becomes moister, but is dotted with patches of fmgyin
(Pentacme stamensis). In the drainage of the Yaw, teak is
plentiful not only on the lower slopes of the Chin Hills, but
also on the watershed of the Yaw and Maw rivers and on the
Pondaung range north of 21° 30’ N.; natural regeneration,
however, is not good. All over this area cutch is plentiful,
and padauk (Plerocarpus indicus) is well represented. A notice-
able feature of the Yaw forests is the prevalence of #han (Zer-
minalia Oliveri). The Gangaw forests to the east of the Maw
and Myittha rivers are very rich in teak, but to the west of
these streams large stretches of indaing or ingyin forest occur,
and teak is confined to the beds of the streams. Padauk,
cutch, and pyingado (Xylia dolabriformis) are plentiful in the
Gangaw subdivision, and pines are found in places on the hills.
Throughout the District myinwa (Dendrocalamus strictus) is
the prevailing bamboo, but %» and &yatkaung (Bambusa poly-
morpha) are found here and there on the moister slopes. The
Maw and Myittha are useful for floating timber, but the Yaw,
owing to silting in its lower reaches, is very uncertain. The
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forest division contains 1,266 square miles of ¢ reserved,’ 51 of
protected, and 2,583 of unclassed forest. Of the ‘reserved’
forest, 115 square miles are in the Chin Hills outside the limits
of the District. The gross forest receipts in 1903—4 were
Rs. 1,22,000, and the net revenue Rs. 56,000.

Earth-oil is found in workable quantities at Yenangyat on
the right bank of the Imawaddy, almost opposite Pagan, and
has also been traced in small deposits elsewhere in the Dis-
trict. The Yenangyat oil-wells were worked until twelve years
ago by a few Burmans. Women then did most of the extrac-
tion, while men performed the necessary digging; but the
process was clumsy and the out-turn inconsiderable. The oil-
bearing tract has since then been surveyed, and divided into
blocks, each one mile square. The oil-fields at Yenangyat are
now being worked by three concerns, whose working staffs
consist of about 20 Europeans and 6oo Burmans and natives
of India. In all 32 blocks are at present held by the Burma
Qil Company under leases from Government, 11 by the Ran-
goon, and 8 by the Minbu Oil Company. Prospecting licences
have also been granted to the Minbu and Burma Oil Companies
and to others. The royalty paid in 19o1—2 on the oil extracted
amounted to Rs. 1,43,000. The industry is expanding rapidly,
and in 1903—4 the petroleum revenue had risen to Rs. 2,93,000.
Coal crops out at many places on both sides of the Pondaung
range and also near Myaing, but all the seams are too shallow
to be worth working. There are salt springs near Yemyet,
about 17 miles west of Pakokku, near Pindaung, west of Pauk,
and at several places in the Yaw country ; but the out-turn is
insignificant, Sandstone is quarried at Taungu near the Shin-
madaung, and steatite in the neighbourhood of Saw. The
former yields a royalty of Rs. 1,000 to Government annually.
Sandstone from the Taungu quarries is found all over Pakokku,
and in many adjacent Districts, in the form of paving-stones,
well-copings, pagoda ornaments, troughs, and the like. There
are steatite or soapstone quarries on the Kadin stream 6 miles
west of Saw. They are difficult of access and are now being
worked by a native of India. Near Myaing are traces of old iron-
workings, but the ore is not judged worth extracting now. Iron
used to be mined at Tonbo near Chaungzongyi in the Myaing
township, and also at Tonbo in the Wetthet circle of the Tilin
township; and an attempt was made to revive the iron industry
at the latter place, but without success. Gold-washing ori a
small scale was carried on up to the time of annexation in the
Bahon stream at Chaungzongyi in the north of the District.
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The principal handicrafts are boat-building at Pakokku, and Arts and

cart-building at Myotha in the Myaing township. The boat- z:::r.c.
building industry is very extensive, and supplies the wants of
a good many of the Irrawaddy population. Myotha furnishes
carts to the whole of Pakokku, as well as to adjacent areas.
Hand rice-mills and brass-work are turned out at Pakokku, and
cotton and silk-weaving is carried on to some extent in various
parts of the District. The silk industry is mainly in the hands
of the Taungthas and Chins of the Gangaw subdivision, but
is not profitable, as the silk turned out is coarse and inferior
in quality to that imported from Mandalay. The dyeing
and weaving of the well-known Yaw waistcloths is, however,
carried to the length of a fine art, for which the people in those
parts of the District are famous all over Burma. Silk as well
as cotton enters into the composition of these garments. The
dark-blue dye that forms one of their chief characteristics is
prepared from a plant of the indigo species which is cultivated
locally. The principal products of the brass-workers of
Pakokku are small bells and lime-boxes, made of different
alloys of brass variously arranged. When ready for the final
process they are placed in a heated earthen vessel underground,
when the colour of the various alloys becomes changed,
apparently by oxidization, the result being a neat inlaid
pattern.  Similar work is also produced in alloys of gold or
silver, but there is no ready market for it, and the workers
cannot afford to sink capital in unsold goods. Pottery and
wood-carving are carried on at Pakokku, but not to any great
extent. A good deal of mat-weaving is done, but ‘only for
local use. The jaggery industry is an important one. Jaggery
sugar is manufactured by boiling down the unfermented juice
of the toddy-palms, which abound in the drier areas. The male
trees are the first to be tapped, in February and March. In
May the female trees begin to fruit and their sap is then
drawn off. There is an oil refinery at Yenangyat, worked by
the Burma Oil Company, and another at Kywede village in the
Pakokku township, owned by a Burman.

All the trade of the Yaw country and a good deal of that of Commerce
the Chindwin valley passes through Pakokku. The prin- 204 tTa%-
cipal exports are timber, hides, petroleum, cutch, yawpet (the
leaves or covering of the maize cob), and jaggery. Timber,
petroleum, and hides are sent to Rangoon for exportation ;
cutch and yawpet to Lower Burma for consumption. The
principal imports are cleaned rice, ngapr, and salted fish from
Lower Burma, and foreign salt from Rangoon. The centre
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of trade is Pakokku town, whence goods are shipped by the
Irrawaddy Flotilla steamers or distributed overland through
the District. A certain amount of bartering goes on between
the Chins and the people of the plains, beeswax, honey, lac,
and a kind of cane called wanwe being exchanged for salt,
fowls, and Burmese cotton blankets.

Meansof  There are no railway lines. The chief roads maintained

22:?&“" from Provincial funds are : the Pakokku-Kan road, 1664 miles;
the Saw-Zigat road (Saw to Kawton), 43 miles ; the Haka-Kan
road (from Yeshin camp to Kan), 114 miles; the Saw-Kyetche-
daung mule track, 19 miles; the Pauk-Yawdwin road, 53 miles;
the Pakokku-Myaing road (via Kaing), 26 miles ; the Pakokku-
Yesagyo road, 26 miles; and the Mindat-Sakan Kanpetlet
mule track, 32 miles. Those maintained from the District
fund include the Kanhla-Myitche road, 14 miles ; the Pakokku-
Lingadaw road, 27 miles; the Myaing-Lingadaw road, 18 miles ;
the Yesagyo-Lingadaw road, 17 miles; and the Wadin-Sinzein
road, 25 miles. All these are unmetalled, but bridged and
drained. The Irrawaddy, the Chindwin, and the Myittha
are all navigable waterways. The Myittha is navigable
by country boats during the greater part of the year,
from the Chindwin river up to Minywa a little south of
Gangaw, and occasionally boats go still farther on into the
Maw stream up to a village called Kinban. The distance
from Kalewa (at the mouth of the Myittha in the Upper
Chindwin District) to Minywa is about 180 miles by river,
and from Minywa to Kinban about 15 miles. The steamers of
the Irrawaddy Flotilla Company ply regularly on the Irrawaddy
and Chindwin. The express boats call at Pakokku twice
a week, and a steam ferry runs daily between Pakokku and
Myingyan. The Chindwin steamers leave Pakokku for
Kindat weekly, and for Monywa twice a week.

Famine. Though the eastern half of the District is a typical stretch of
dry zone country, there is no record of the occurrence of any
serious famine. Scarcity has sometimes been experienced ;
indeed, when regard is had to the nature of the rainfall in the
eastern tracts an occasional failure of crops owing to drought
is inevitable, but any distress in the past it has been possible
to meet by a remission of taxation.

District For administrative purposes the District is divided into three
:‘i’::ff; 4 subdivisions : Pakokku, comprising the PAKOKRKU, YESAGYO,
staff. and MYAING townships; Pauk, comprising the Pauk, Saw,

and SEIKPYU townships ; and Gangaw, comprising the GANGAW
and TiLIN townships. The head-quarters staff is of the usual
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type. The Public Works division, with head-quarters at
Pakokku, includes the Pakokku Chin Hills, there being two
subdivisions within the District, Pakokku and Pauk. The
Yaw Forest division, with head-quarters at Pakokku, also
includes the Pakokku Chin Hills. An assistant commandant
of military police is stationed at Pakokku. .

The treasury officer, Pakokku, is also additional judge of the Civil and
Pakokku township court, but there are no specially appointed ?s::al
judicial officers; the District ofﬁcers—Deputy-Commxssnoner
and subdmsmnal and township officers—perform judicial in
addition to executive duties. The crime of the District pre-
sents no special features.

The revenue of Pakokku under Burmese rule consisted al- Revenue
most entirely of zkathameda. Royal lands, it is true, sometimes g‘gz:s’
paid rent, but little of it ever reached the royal coffers at Man- '
dalay. The revenue now levied on state land is assessed at
a share of the value of the produce of different kinds of crops—
rice at one-fifth and jowdr at one-eighth. On Ayusn (or island)
crops acre rates are levied, varying from Rs. z an acre on peas,
Jjowar, maize, rice, and sesamum, to Rs. 7 an acre on sweet
potatoes and onions. Variations in the land revenue receipts are
brought about by the appearance and disappearance of islands in
the Irrawaddy. There are a considerable number of wuttugan
lands, i.e. lands dedicated in Burmese times to pagodas, the
revenue of which is devoted to the up-keep of the shrines ; and
of thugyisa lands, or lands held by the village headmen rent-
free during their terms of office. Regular settlement operations
are now in progress.

The growth of the revenue since 189o—1 can be gathered from
the following table, which gives figures in thousands of rupees:—

1890-1. 1900-1. 1903-4.
Land revenue . 77 1,63 1,29
Total revenue . . 7,38 10,69 12,30

The main source of revenue is fkathameda, the demand of
which amounted to Rs. 7,24,000 in 1903—4, a figure a good
deal higher than for any other District in Upper Burma.

The only municipality is that of PAKOKKU, constituted in Local and
1887. Yesa.gyo used to be a mumc1pahty, but the board was ;"xr‘:f’“
dissolved in 1892—3. The District fund is administered by the pent.
Deputy-Commissioner. In 1903—4 its income, derived from
various local receipts, amounted to Rs. 15,000, the main item
of expenditure being public works (Rs. 10,000).
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Under the District Superintendent are two inspectors and an
Assistant Superintendent in charge of the police in the three
subdivisions. There are 11 police stations and 17 outposts ;
and the sanctioned strength of officers and men is 407, includ-
ing 4 inspectors, 1 chief head constable, 1z head constables,
31 sergeants, and 357 constables of all grades. The military
police belong to the Magwe battalion. Their strength is 150
rank and file, distributed in the three subdivisional head-
quarters. They are officered by an assistant commandant, one
siibahdar, and three jemadars at head-quarters, and one jemadar
at Pauk and Gangaw respectively.

The District jail at Pakokku has accommodation for 52
convicts and 20 under-trial prisoners. The only remunerative
industry carried on is wheat-grinding for the military police.
No carpentry or any other kind of industry is undertaken, and
when there is no wheat-grinding the prisoners have compara-
tively little work to do. Some are, however, employed in
gardening. English and native vegetables are grown for the
consumption of the prisoners, and some are sold in the local
market to the public.

The proportion of literate persons in 1gor was 23-3 per cent.
(46-8 males and 2-3 females). The number of pupils has risen
from 1,049 in 1891 to 13,426 in 19o1. In 1904 the District
contained 8 secondary, 126 primary, and 737 elementary
(private) schools, with an attendance of 11,818 (including 751
girls). The educational expenditure in 1903-4 amounted
to Rs. 24,100, Provincial funds contributing Rs. 21,000 and
municipal funds Rs. 600, the balance of Rs. 2,500 being met
from fees and subscriptions.

There are four civil hospitals, with accommodation for 73 in-
patients ; and 14,917 cases, including 687 in-patients, were
treated at these institutions in 1903, while 425 operations were
performed. The combined income of the hospitals amounted
in that year to Rs. 12,500, towards which Provincial funds con-
tributed Rs. 6,300, municipal funds Rs. 3,700, and the District
fund Rs. 1,500. Besides these a military police hospital at
Pakokku contains 64 beds, and costs about Rs. 500 per annum.

Vaccination is compulsory only in the Pakokku municipality.
In 1903-4 the number of persons successfully vaccinated was
7,602, representing 21 per 1,000 of population.

Pakokku Subdivision.—Eastern subdivision of Pakokku
District, Upper Burma, comprising the PAKOKKU, YESAGYO,
and MyaING townships.

Pakokku Township.—Township of Pakokku District,
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Upper Burma, lying between 20° 55" and 21° 28’ N. and 94° 43’
and g95° 11’ E,, along the bank of the Irrawaddy, with an area
of 386 square miles. The population was 71,106 in 1891, and
68,344 in 1901, distributed in one town, PAKokkuU (popula-
tion, 19,456), the head-quarters, and 223 villages. Along the
river bank the country is flat; inland it is undulating, The
rainfall is very meagre, but the population is fairly dense.
The area cultivated in 1903—4 was 124 square miles, and the
land revenue and #%atkameda amounted to Rs. 1,85,000.

Yesagyo.—Eastern township of Pakokku District, Upper
Burma, lying between 21° 24" and 21° 52’ N. and 95° 4’ and
95° 24’ E., along the banks of the Irrawaddy and Chindwin,
with an area of 564 square miles. The township is flat, except
in the west, and large portions of it are liable to inundation.
The population was 53,795 in 1891, increasing to 87,797 in
19o1, distributed in 238 villages. The head-quarters are at
Yesagyo (population, 3,522), for some time a municipality, and
still a thriving trade centre with a large bazar, on the Chindwin,
about 26 miles from Pakokku town. The.rainfall is very scanty,
but the density of population is comparatively high. The area
cultivated in 1903-4 was 134 square miles, and the land
revenue and the #kathameda amounted to Rs. 2,23,000.

Myaing.—Eastern township of Pakokku District, Upper
Burma, lying between 21° 24" and 21° 51’ N. and 94° 33’ and
95° ¢’ E., with an area of 825 square miles. The township is
undulating in contour, rising gradually towards the Tangyi
range of hills that bounds it on the west, and has a very
meagre rainfall. The population was 47,111 in 1891, and
71,976 in 1901, distributed in 295 villages. Myaing (population,
610), a village 25 miles north-west of Pakokku, is the head-
quarters. The area cultivated in 1903-4 was 215 square miles,
and the land revenue and #4atkameda amounted to Rs. 1,53,000.

Pauk Subdivision.—South-western subdivision of Pakokku
District, Upper Burma, comprising the Pauk, Saw, and
SEIKPYU townships.

Pauk Township.—Central township of Pakokku District,
Upper Burma, lying between 21° 10’ and 21° 49’ N. and
94° 18’ and 94° 44’ E., with an area of 1,490 square miles. It
is a rugged tract, bounded on either side by hill ranges, and
watered by the Kyaw river, a considerable affluent of the Yaw,
which flows through its southern areas. Along these two
streams a considerable amount of rice is grown. The popula-
tion was 36,515 in 1891, and 41,021 in 1901, distributed in
190 villages. Pauk (population, 1,826), a village near the
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junction of the Kyaw and Yaw streams, about 40 miles west of
Pakokkuy, is the head-quarters. The area cultivated in 1903—4
was 42 square miles, and the land revenue and #4athameda
amounted to Rs. 94,000,

Saw.—South-western township of Pakokku District, Upper
Burma, lying between 20° 48 and 21° 37" N. and 94° o’ and
94° 20’ E,, along the eastern edge of the Chin Hills, with an
area of 1,200 square miles. The greater part of the township lies
in the basin of the Yaw, but the southern portion is watered by
the Maw, which rises near Mount Victoria. The population
was 22,339 in 1891, and 19,868 in 1go1, distributed in 117
villages. The majority of the inhabitants are Burmans, but
Chins and Taungthas are also numerous. Saw (population,
742), at the foot of the hills, is the head-quarters. The area
cultivated in 190o3—4 was about 23 square miles, and the land
revenue and tkatkhameda amounted to Rs. 47,000.

Seikpyu.—Southern township of Pakokku District, Upper
Burma, lying between 20° 50" and 21° 21’ N. and 94° 20’
and 94° 48’ E., with an area of 5§59 square miles. The level
of the country rises on all sides towards the centre, from which .
spring numerous streams draining into the Yaw river, which
sweeps round the township, first in a north-easterly and then
in a southerly course. The inhabitants are confined to the
valleys of the Yaw and its tributary, the Sada-on, which drains
the south. The hilly centre is uninhabited. The population
was 47,502 in 1891, and 31,100 in 1901, distributed in 152
villages, Seikpyu (population, 1,195) on the Irrawaddy being
the head-quarters. The area cultivated in 1903—4 was 107
square miles, and the land revenue and #Aa#%ameda amounted
to Rs. 72,000.

Gangaw Subdivision. — North-western subdivision of
Pakokku District, Upper Burma, comprising the Gancaw
and TILIN townships.

Gangaw Township.—Northernmost township of Pakokku
District, Upper Burma, lying between 21° 49" and 22° 50’ N.
and 93° 59’ and 94° 27’ E., with an area of 698 square miles.
It comprises, with the Tilin township, the whole of that part
of the District which drains into the Upper Chindwin and
is watered by the Myittha. Gangaw is a narrow valley shut
in by the Chin Hills on the west and by the Pondaung range
on the east, and is to a great extent cut off from the rest
of the District. Its population was 22,648 in 1891, and
24,200 in 19or (including 1,989 Chins), distributed in
118 villages. The head-quarters are at Gangaw (population,
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1,300), on the Myittha river. The area cultivated in 1903—4
was 22 square miles, and the land revenue and tkathameda
amounted to Rs. 52,000.

Tilin.—Western township of Pakokku District, Upper
Burma, lying between 21° 27" and 21° 57" N. and 93° 59
and 94° 22° E, with an area of 488 square miles. It lies
between the Chin Hills and the Pondaung range, which cuts
it off from the rest of the District. The chief stream is the
Maw, which joins the Myittha river after a short northerly
course. The sole cultivation is rice, and this only near the
streams, so that in years of drought the township is liable
to partial famine. The population was 10,943 in 1891, and
12,183 in rgo1, distributed in 120 villages, Tilin (popula-
tion, 670), on the Maw river, being the head-quarters. About
2,000 Taungthas reside in the township, who are largely
employed in rearing silkworms. The area cultivated in
1903—4 was 6 square miles, and the land revenue and tkatha-
meda amounted to Rs. 27,000.

Pakokku Town.—Head-quarters of the District of the
same name in Upper Burma, situated in 21° 20’ N. and
95° 5’ E,, on the right bank of the Irrawaddy, a few miles
below the point where the Chindwin runs into that river. It
is a long straggling town of no great width, never extending
more than three-quarters of a mile away from the stream, and
thickly dotted with tamarind-trees. It is built on an alluvial
bed, and there is a tradition that the river channel once ran
where the town now stands. The eastern boundary of the
urban area is a wide sandy nullah crossed by a bridge lead-
ing to a fine stretch of country, considerably higher than the
native town, on which stands the civil station, with the court-
house, jail, and officers’ residences. Two or three miles
to the west of the town, along the river, the country lies low ;
and when the river is in flood the whole of this tract is inun-
dated, the subsiding floods leaving extensive s&i/s.

The history of the town dates from 1885, when the large
sandbank which had till then cut it off from the river dis-
appeared. In 1885-6 it was garrisoned by a company of
native infantry in a stockade to the north, supported by two
civil police outposts; and this force was greatly augmented
during the disturbances of 1887, but was withdrawn when
the country became quiet. The population of Pakokku in
1889 was estimated at from 5,000 to 8,000, but had increased
to 19,972 in 1891, dropping slightly to 19,456 in 1gor. It
is thus, after Mandalay, the largest town in Upper Burma.

. 1L b
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The majority of the population is Burman, but there are
nearly 8oo natives of India.

Pakokku is the great boat-building centre of Upper Burma.
Most of the large cargo boats carrying rice to Lower Burma
are built here. Till recently old-fashioned Burman designs
have been adhered to; a new style of boat, called a ftonkin,
is now, however, being constructed by the local builders,
resembling the ordinary cargo boat, but decked over and
level keeled. It is used in the tidal creeks of Lower Burma.
The principal local industries are silk-weaving, wood-carving,
sesamum oil pressing, and silver-work; and jaggery sugar
is made from the toddy-palms which abound in the District.
Pakokku is the chief market for the Yaw and Chindwin trade,
the imports consisting mainly of jaggery, hides, cutch, teak,
and bamboos. The town is a regular port of call for the
Irrawaddy Flotilla Company’s steamers. The mail-boats leave
for up-river stations as far as Mandalay and down-river stations
as far as Rangoon twice a week, and for the Chindwin stations
once a week. An additional service of two steamers a week
plies to Monywa, and a daily launch goes to and from
Myingyan.

Pakokku was constituted a municipality in 1887. The
municipal receipts and expenditure during the ten years
ending 1901 averaged between Rs. 38,000 and Rs. 39,000.
In 1903~4 the income was Rs. 46,000, the principal sources
of receipt being bazar rents (Rs. 20,000) and house tax
(Rs. 11,100). The expenditure amounted to Rs. 48,000,
the chief items being conservancy (Rs. 11,000) and roads
(Rs. 7,000). The water-supply is obtained from the river
and from wells. The municipality maintains 11 miles of
metalled, and 8 miles of unmetalled, roads. There is no muni-
cipal school, but the municipality gives Rs. 600 a year to the
Wesleyan Anglo-vernacular school in the town, and also
supports a hospital.

Minbu District. — A dry zone District in the Minbu
Division of Upper Burma, lying along the western bank of
the Irrawaddy between 19° 50’ and 21° 2’ N. and 94° 2’ and
95° 2" E., with an area of 3,299 square miles. It is bounded
on the north by Pakokku District ; on the south by Thayetmyo;
on the east by the Irrawaddy, which separates it from Magwe
District ; and on the west by the Arakan Yoma, which
divides it from Kyaukpyu. Roughly speaking, the land over
the greater part of the District rises from east to west away
from the Irrawaddy valley. In the extreme east are sandy
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plains on the banks of the river, which gradually become
broken undulations, and then give place first to rocky jungle-
covered hills and finally to the steep and even majestic range
that severs the District from the Arakan coast-lands and the
sea. This configuration is modified by various small rivers
which flow into the Irrawaddy and drain the uplands. Cultiva-
tion is chiefly confined to the strips of land extending east
and west which these rivers irrigate, and to the alluvial tract
running north and south along the course of the Irrawaddy.
Between these irrigated tracts, and covering almost the whole
of the south of the District, is dry gravelly country clothed
with scrub jungle, ending in the extreme south in a spur of
hills which breaks off at right angles from the western range.
The ARARAN YoMma, which forms the barrier between
Minbu and Kyaukpyu, runs south-east and north-west, and
rises in places to a height of over 5,000 feet. Parallel to
the main range on the east, and between it and the river,
are the Nwamadaung hills, a chain running the entire length
of the District, but far lower than the Yoma, averaging in
height only about 6oo feet. Of the rivers of Minbu the
Irrawaddy is the most important. It skirts the District for
about 8o miles, and its width opposite Minbu town is nearly
3 miles, though the expanse of waters is broken even in the
rains by one or other of the numerous shifting sandbanks
which here make navigation difficult in all seasons. In the
course of the year the river level rises 4o feet, the most con-
stant rise being from June till the beginning of September,
and in flood-time the current flows at a rate of 5 or 6 miles
an hour. The other rivers of the District—the Salin, the Mon,
and the Man—are all tributaries of the Irrawaddy, which find
their source in the hills in the west. The Salin rises in the
Pakokku Chin Hills, not far south of Mount Victoria, and
enters the District from the north, flowing in a southerly
direction from Pakokku District to about 35 miles from the
boundary, when it bends abruptly and takes a north-easterly
course to meet the Irrawaddy near Sinbyugyun. For the
greater part of its course in the District it is a broad, slow,
shallow stream, with low indefinite banks and a gravelly bed.
Above Salin in the dry season it holds but little water, and
below that town it is quite dry. The alluvial plain skirting
it is well watered by an extensive system of canals. The
Mon rises in the mountains west and north of Mount Victoria,
and enters the District at its north-west corner. It runs first
in a south-easterly direction along a narrow valley between
D2
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the Arakan Yoma and the Nwamadaung. Below Sidoktaya
it pierces the latter range and emerges on the plain, flowing
eastwards across it for about 34 miles in a wide channel before
entering the Irrawaddy. Its waters are perennial, and the
rich valley it is capable of irrigating will in the near future
be a very valuable rice tract. The Man rises in the Arakan
Yoma in the south-west corner of the District, and flows in
a north-easterly direction through a break in the Nwamadaung
hills into the Irrawaddy, which it enters at Minbu. Like the
Salin its waters are diverted into irrigation canals, but the
stream is of little size in the dry season.

Two lakes are worthy of mention; one at Paunglin, and
one known as the Wetthigan Lake. The former is situated
near the Irrawaddy, 10 miles south-east of Salin town, and
is really a lagoon fed by the overflow of the Irrawaddy. In
the hot season the bed is practically dry, and is sown with
rice. When the Irrawaddy rises the water rushes in through
two creeks which are dammed up as soon as the river begins
to subside, and until the dry season comes round again the
sheet of water thus formed is worked as a fishery by the
neighbouring villages. It provides good duck-shooting in
the cold season. The Wetthigan Lake, which is not fished,
as it was held sacred under Burmese rule, is formed by rain-
water and the outflow from the Salin canals. It has an area
of 366 acres, and lies half a mile to the west of Salin town.

North of Minbu town the country is overlaid with the
alluvium of the Mon and Irrawaddy rivers. South and west
of the town the ground is undulating, and is occupied mainly
by soft sandstones of Upper Tertiary (pliocene) age, containing
fossil wood and fragments of mammalian bones. A small area
of miocene rocks is brought up near Minbu by an anticlinal
fold consisting of blue and olive clays with soft sandstones,
belonging to the upper or Yenangyaung stage of the Pegu
series. Traces of oil are found along the crest of this anti-
clinal, and on it, near Minbu, a number of mud volcanoes are
situated’. The miocene beds are also exposed in the western
part of the District, extending along the foot of the Arakan
Yoma, followed in the hills by Nummulitic shales and lime-
stones (Upper Eocene). West of these again is a band of
purple schists, and green and purple shales (Chin shales),
traversed by numerous dikes of dolerite and dark-green ser-
pentine. Steatite occurs in association with the serpentine, and
is quarried near Pa-aing and Sinlan, west of the Nwamadaung.

 F. Noetling, Mem. Geol. Survey of India, vol. xxvii, pt. 3, p. 35.
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The vegetation follows the three natural divisions adverted Botany.
to in an earlier paragraph, and may be divided into the flora of
the alluvial and irrigated tracts, that of the dry uplands, and
that of the submontane and Yoma zones. In the alluvial
belt we find a stretch of savannah, the chief constituent grasses
being Imperata arundinacea and I. exaltata; trees are sparse
here, the more common ones being Bombax malabaricum,
Butea frondosa, and Parkinsonia aculeata. Moist hollows
are frequent; as a rule they are surrounded by a copse of
shrubs and trees, generally Xanthophyllum glaucum, and filled
up with Polygonum stagninum or Combretum trifoliatum.
Round villages toddy-palms (palmyras) and coco-nut palms
are common, and banyans, pipals, mangoes, or jack-fruit trees
are usually to be found. The banks of the Irrawaddy are
covered with a great variety of herbaceous plants. The irri-
gated areas present much the same features as the alluvial,
though the coarse grasses of the latter are to a consider-
able extent here replaced by Desmodium triflorum, Teph-
rosia purpurea, and similar plants, while Calofropis is quite
common. The dry upland vegetation is peculiarly charac-
teristic of the District. It forms a rolling wilderness of prickly
scrub, the principal shrubs in which are the so-called wild
plum (Zisyphus Jujuba), Randia dumetorum, special species of
Capparis, and the cactus-like Euphorbia antiguorum. True
cactus is also found near villages. Trees are scarce, the only
common kinds being A/bissia Lebbek and Acacia leucophlaca,
the latter providing welcome oases of bright verdure in the
burnt-up scenery of the hot season. In the mountain tracts,
the Nwamadaung hills are clad with deciduous forest, and
present a very bare appearance in the hot season owing to the
almost total absence of herbaceous undergrowth. The lower
slopes of the Yoma proper are clothed with deciduous forests
of much the same kind, while its upper crests are covered with
evergreen forest.

From the sportsman’s point of view the District is as well Fauna.
provided with wild animals as any in Burma. Tigers are
common in places, elephants, bison, the fsine or Asaing (Bos
sondascus), and the Tibetan bear are plentiful, and leopards
are dangerously numerous. The Malayan bear and the rhino-
ceros are also found. Of the deer tribe, the sambar (Cervus
unicolor), the thamin (Cervus eldi), and the hog deer abound
in places, while the barking-deer is a pest to cultivators. Wild
hog are not uncommon, and three kinds of wild dogs are to be
found: namely, the ordinary grey wild dog, the jackal, and
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a wolf. Porcupines and otters occur, but very rarely. Among
game birds the silver pheasant, Hume’s pheasant, the bamboo
partridge, and the Chinese francolin deserve special mention ;
while peafowl, jungle-fowl, rain quail, button quail, snipe, teal,
and most varieties of duck all find a habitat in the District.

The climate of Minbu varies. In the hilly portion west of
the Nwamadaung it is, except during the first four months
of the year, deadly for Europeans, and even for Burmans, save
those who actually live in the hills, whereas in the east the
conditions are much the same as in other Districts in the dry
zone of Upper Burma. The cold season lasts from November
till February, the hot season from March till May, and the
rains from June till November. The cold season is delightful,
but April and May are oppressively sultry, and Minbu has the
reputation of being one of the hottest Districts in Burma
during those two months. The following maxima and minima
were recorded in 19o1: December, 89° and 60°; May, 107° and
87°; July, 95°and 77°. In April and May the thermometer
rises not infrequently to 109°. The nights, however, are
nearly always cool, even in the most sultry weather.

The annual rainfall for the five years ending 1900-1
averaged 26-6 inches. It should be noted, however, that the
rainfall in the hills in the west is often nearly double that in the
eastern portion of the District. In the east, which is a typical
dry zone area, steady downpours lasting for days are unknown.
When it comes, the rain descends in showers which seldom
last more than four or five hours. There are floods of some
extent every year, and the rise of the river corresponds roughly
with the rainfall. It is estimated that an ordinary high flood
occurs every three years, and an unusually high flood one year
in five.

The early history of Minbu is pure legend, being concerned
largely with the doings of Alaungsithu, king of Pagan, who is
credited with having improved the early irrigation systems of
the District in the twelfth century. Under Burmese rule the
charge of what is now Minbu District was entrusted to three
wuns living at Salin, Sagu, and Ngape, while Minbu itself was
administered by an official called a penin (* coxswain of a royal
boat’). Each wun had under him a sitke (technically military
officer), a nakkan, and a sayegyi or head clerk, while all impor-
tant villages were under a myothugyi. Of the towns, Salin was
then the largest, containing in 1826 some 10,000 inhabitants.
Minbu was first occupied by the British in March, 1886, and
became the head-quarters of a military command in July.
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In the succeeding year the troops were gradually withdrawn,
and Myingyan became the military head-quarters. The chief
feature in the annexation of the District was the stubborn
resistance offered by two dacoit leaders, Nga Swe and Oktama,
the former operating chiefly south of the Man river, the latter
north of the Man as far as Salin. Nga Swe, who, as a border
thugyi, had frequently harried British territory, collected a large
following and captured Ngape, a police outpost, in May, 1886.
After an unsuccessful attempt to capture him, in which
Mr. Phayre, the Deputy-Commissioner, lost his life, he was
driven out; but he then laid siege to the village of Thabye-
bin, which was only relieved after the British garrison had
been reduced to sore straits. The occupation of various
outposts in his country and vigorous pursuit by mounted
infantry drove this notorious outlaw eventually to Thayetmyo
District, where he was killed. Oktama was a pgongy/ who
collected a band of insurgents, and attacked and burnt Sagu
in April, 1886. He was driven out, but reappeared in June of
the same year with 3,000 men and laid siege to Salin. The
gang dispersed after this, but later gave much trouble round
Pyilongyaw ; and it was not till June, 1889, that Oktama was
betrayed into British hands and hanged after due trial.

The only archaeological remains of interest are a few pagodas.
Salin is a town of some antiquity, having been founded,
according to tradition, about A.p. 1200, by Narapadisithu,
king of Pagan; and the remains of the old city wall present
a fine specimen of ancient Burmese fortification. Of pagodas,
the most important is the Shwezettaw (‘ the golden foot’) in
the Sagu township, not far from Minbu town. It is said to
derive its name from the fact that when Buddha came to
~ Burma he went to the site of the Shwezettaw pagoda and there
left his footprints, one by the bank of the Mon stream, and
one on the top of the hill which rises sheer on the opposite
bank. Thither every year at the time of the pagoda festival,
which lasts from the middle of February to the middle of
March, come streams of gaily-dressed pilgrims from every part
of Burma. The pagoda at Kyaungdawya in the Legaing town-
ship is reverenced as marking the place where Buddha rested
during the same visit. Other important pagodas are the
Koktheinnayon near Salin, and the Myatsepo and Shweban-
nyin, both in the Legaing township. Towards the up-keep of
three pagodas and two mafsins (‘ spirit shrines’) the Archaeo-
logical department makes an annual grant.

The population was 215,959 in 1891 and 233,377 in rgor. people.
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Its distribution in the latter year is shown in the following
table :—

§ |Numberof) g | Rg|Teds|sge

. §3 |, 3 |88|388%3 50o¢
e eg 8 B |3E|GEREe |EES
g8 2 & |EE|E5EEs | ZE5

< |F| 5 & |gF|arg T |=as

Sagn. . .| 543| 1 | 197] 57,699 | 106| + 32 | 18,444
Legaing . . 533 | ...| 146| 36,397| 68| + 1 8,874
Ngape . .| 362|...| 144 16,033 | 44| + 22 3.867
Salin A 21 464 | 100,737 1136 | + 3 | 27,850
Sidoktaya. . |1,021|...| 208 322,511 20| — 8 4,686
District total | 3,299 | 2 | 1,159 | 233,377 71| + 8 |63,721

The only towns are the municipalities of MINBU and SALIN.
There has been a distinct increase of population in all the
townships except Legaing, which will probably develop rapidly
when the new canals are completed, and the sparsely populated
and hilly township of Sidoktaya in the west. The growth in
the Salin township as a whole is accompanied by a diminution
in Salin town, the precise cause of which is doubtful. There
has been considerable immigration of recent years from Magwe
and Myingyan Districts. Along the Irrawaddy valley villages
are numerous and the density of population is high, but the
forest-clad areas on the slopes of the Yoma are very thinly
populated. There are no Christian missions and only 101
native Christians. The Chins are nearly all #ar-worshippers ;
otherwise Buddhism reigns supreme. Burmese is the verna-
cular of 93 per cent. of the people.

The majority of the population is Burman everywhere,
except in the western townships, where it is composed largely
of Chins of the Chinbok tribe; and tradition has it that Salin
was originally a Chin colony. The Chins in all numbered
15,600 in 1901, forming one-fifth of the population of the
Ngape township, and half that of Sidoktaya. The people of
Sagu and parts of the Salin township are said to be of Shan
descent, and the weaving village of Nwetame, a suburb of
Sinbyugyun, is reckoned a Shan colony; but the Census
returned only 1,000 Shans. In connexion with the popu-
lation, mention should be made of the large landed proprietors
of Salin known as thugaungs, rich families who have gradually
come to form a separate class, intermarrying among them-
selves, and living in almost patriarchal fashion. Their houses
are as a rule surrounded by spacious compounds, in which are

e e i ——
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lodged their tenants and retainers, and at least one compound
contains a school for the children of the thugaung’s followers.
The thugaungs, it may be noted, freely recognize their Chin
origin. Natives of India numbered 1,850 in 1gor, the total
being equally divided into Hindus and Musalmans. About
one-third of them live in the two municipalities. About 66 per
cent. of the entire population are directly dependent on agri-
culture for a livelihood. Of this total more than a third are
dependent on taungya cultivation alone.

The District is an essentially agricultural one ; but the light General
rainfall, the vicissitudes of the seasons, and the easy- going dis- gricul-

tural con-

posmon of the people make their agricultural income sadly gitions.
precarious. Especially is this the case with those who, living
at a distance from rivers or canals, cultivate upland crops, such
as sesamum and jowdr, which are particularly dependent on a
proper distribution of moisture. Of the capabilities of the soil
on the whole the cultivator has no reason to complain, for,
apart from irrigated and alluvial land, he can grow mogaung
rice in the hollows of the undulating uplands (fndaing), and
the crop only requires proper rain to be profitable. But agri-
cultural practice is slovenly : no care is taken in the selection
of seed at harvest; a large amount of land is tilled badly
instead of a small amount well, and no trouble is taken to
manure the fields.

Rice is usually transplanted, but it is also occasionally sown
broadcast on lands flooded late by the Irrawaddy. Ploughing
is done with the #un or harrow ; sometimes in river-flooded land
even this process is dispensed with, and the soil is merely
stirred up by driving cattle to and fro over it. On alluvial land
the Ze or plough is used, a rude but effective instrument ; while
clods are crushed on rice and alluvial land by an implement
called the &yanbaung.

The area under cultivation varies very considerably from Chief
year to year, owing to the 1rregularlty of the rainfall. The :‘g‘;lc“l'
following table exhibits the main agricultural statistics for statistics

_ — and princi-
1903—4, in square miles : bal crops.
Township. Total area. | Cultivated. | Irrigated. | Forests.
Sagu . . 542 105 24
Legaing . . 533 70 14
Ngape . . 362 9 5 1,561
Salin . . 741 186 46
Sidoktaya . 1,121 15 5
Total 3,399 385 94 1,561
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The area under rice is comparatively large for a District in the
dry zone. It is the staple crop, occupying more than 120 square
miles in 1903—4, and is both lowland (/) and hill (aungya).
Next in importance is sesamum, covering 116 square miles.
About 49 square miles are under pulses of various kinds; but
maize and jowdr are grown to a very much smaller extent than
in the other dry zone Districts, occupying together only about
70 square miles. Gram, hardly grown at all in the adjoin-
ing District of Magwe, here covers 18 square miles, and is
increasing in popularity. The tobacco crop in 1903-4 (3,000
acres) was small compared with that of the previous year.
About 700 acres are under cotton. The area devoted to
garden cultivation (2,000 acres) is small, but is larger than in
many other dry zone Districts. Betel-vines and plantains are
cultivated in the Legaing township, and mangoes, coco-nuts,
and the like in the Salin township. The betel vineyards at
Pwinbyu on the Mon river are deserving of special mention.

Cultivation is on the increase, especially in the uplands, and
when the Mon canal system is completed, there should be a
large increase in irrigated land also. The introduction of new
varieties of seed is a difficult task. An improved kind of plan-
tain has, however, been brought from Mandalay, and a dry
variety of pea from the United Provinces, while attempts are
being made to get tobacco-growers to experiment with Havana
seed. After bad years cultivators are much helped by the
system of agricultural loans. The average amount allowed for
the District is Rs. 13,800 per annum, every rupee of which, in
hard times, is applied for, and very little has ever to be written
off subsequently as irrecoverable.

Cattle-breeding is carried on, but scientific breeding requires
a care and attention which the people are but little disposed to
give to it. Cows are extensively kept, but almost solely for
breeding purposes ; a cow that produces a good heifer at once
rises in value. Trotting bullocks are also in considerable
demand. Ponies, too, are bred, but colts and foals are ridden
far too young, and though good colts are doubtless kept for
breeding purposes, no care at all is taken over the selection of
mares. Something is at present being done to encourage sound
breeding by the institution of an annual agricultural show at
Sagu. Buffaloes are found chiefly in the villages along the
Irrawaddy. They are not used in the upland tracts, and only
occasionally on irrigated land. The average price for a pair of
buffaloes is between Rs. 120 and Rs. 150.

Ample provision for grazing-grounds was made at the time
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when the District was settled, but the system has not been
found very successful in practice. Allotments of land for
grazing purposes have frequently to be revoked, because the
land is required for cultivation, and very often what is allotted
is too far from the village to be of much use. In the irrigated
tracts no grazing-grounds have been reserved at all, and culti-
vators here send their cattle to upland villages when turning
them out to grass.

The total area of irrigated land in 19go3-4 was 94 square miles, Irrigation.
dependent almost entirely on the Man and Salin Government
irrigation systems. Of this total more than go square miles
were under rice. The Man system begins at Sedaw, a village
situated on the Man river where it leaves the hills, about
20 miles from its mouth, and serves more than 40 square miles
on its northern bank. The Salin system begins at Theywa, a
village on the Salin river 29 miles from the Irrawaddy, and
irrigates more than 50 square miles on both sides of the Salin.
It comprises eighteen canals, the most important of which is
the Myaungmadaw, which, leaving the Salin river at Linzin
12 miles above Salin town, passes through the town, and ulti-
mately reaches the Paunglin lake. A very important scheme
for utilizing the Mon river for irrigation purposes has recently
been sanctioned. A weir is under construction in the Mon at
Mezali, 34 miles from its mouth. By taking out a canal on
each side, the work has been designed to irrigate both the
northern and southern slopes of the valley down to the Irra-
waddy, and thus to serve a total area of 120 square miles of
very rich rice-growing soil. The cost of this scheme is estimated
at 334 lakhs. A certain amount of land is irrigated by small
private canals and tanks. In 1903—4 about 17 square miles
were watered by the former method. The Paunglin lake
supplies about 1,600 acres of mayin rice.

The revenue obtained from leased fisheries amounted in Fisheries.
1903—4 to Rs. 24,800. Paunglin lake, the most important of
these areas, is split up into five different sections; four are
leased as fisheries, and in the other individual licences for
catching fish are issued. Another fishery worthy of mention
is the Kekkaya tank, just outside Legaing village. >

The total area of ‘reserved’ forest is 378 square miles, com- Forests.
prising 12 different tracts of hilly country, the most important
of which are the Mon West Reserve (covering 93 square miles)
and the Nwamadaung (covering 36 square miles). The former
extends over elevated and precipitous uplands in the Arakan
Yoma ; the Nwamadaung lies farther to the east, also on high
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ground. An extension of the ‘reserved’ areas will soon be
imperatively needed, for the forest tribes (practically all Chins)
who live by faungya-cutting have carried that practice to such
a stage as to threaten seriously the existence of valuable and
climatically essential timber-grounds. The area of unclassed
forest is about 1,183 square miles, much of which is merely
scrub. A tract with a more valuable growth, containing teak
and cutch, is drained by the Sin stream, and it has recently
been proposed to reserve 30 square miles of this. Good timber
occurs on the Podein branch of the Man and its tributaries,
while in the higher parts of the unclassed forest in the south-
west of the District Ficus elastica yields india-rubber in paying
quantities.

The chief trees of economic value in the ‘reserved’ forests
are: ska (Acacia Catechu), yielding some of the best cutch
obtainable in Burma ; Zyun or teak (Zectona grandis), found
in all the Reserves, though not in great quantities; padauk
(Prterocarpus indicus), the wood of which is in great request as
material for cart-wheels ; and bamboo, usually the myinwa
(Dendrocalamus strictus). The wood of a large number of
trees is used for house-building, most important among which
are fngyin (Pentacme siamensis), thitya (Shorea obtusa), in
(Dipterocarpus tuberculatus), and kusan ( Hymenodictyon thyrsi-
JSorum). Charcoal is burnt in certain localities from the dakar
(Zectona Hamiltoniana) and than (Zerminalia Olivers), and
wood varnish is extracted from the tkitsi tree (Melanorrkoea
usitata) and used for lacquer. Zkitchabo, the bark of Cinna-
momum zeylanicum, is used medicinally for bruises and the
like, and also chewed with betel. The fibre of the skaz-tree
(Sterculia) and gangaw (Mesua ferrea) are obtained high up in
the evergreen forest. Plantations of Acacia Catechu have been
made with a view to increasing the yield of cutch, and more
than 8oo acres have been successfully planted. It is interest-
ing to note that the pine (Pinus Kkasya) is found on exposed
ridges in the Mon West and Palaung Reserves, but that it is
not worked either for its timber or its rich supplies of resin.
Fire-protection is at present attempted in the Mon West, the
Tichaungywa, and the Pasu Reserves, and the protected area
is being extended. The gross forest receipts in 1903-4
amounted to about Rs. 43,000.

The District contains no mines of importance. Two steatite
quarries are situated, one of inferior quality near Ngape, the
other near Pa-aing ; the amount extracted in 1903 was 15 tons,
valued at about Rs. 6,000. The steatite is dug out in blocks,
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brought to Pa-aing on pack-bullocks, and taken from there in
carts to Sinbyugyun, where the blocks are sawn into slabs, which,
in their turn, are converted into pencils used for writing on the
black paper memorandum books known as parabaiks. The
borings are from go to 100 feet deep. Laterite, clay, gravel,
and sandstone are all worked to some extent. A thirty years’
lease for the working of oil-wells in the Sagu and Minbu circles
was granted to the Burma Oil Company in 1896, but the
undertaking had eventually to be abandoned. There are a
few salt-wells in Sidoktaya and Ngape, but the out-turn is
insignificant. Talc, mica, and coal are all found in the
District, but are not at present worked.

Minbu being pre-eminently an agricultural District, it is not Arts and
surprising to find that arts and manufactures are few. One ™anufac-
small oil refinery employing about half a dozen men at Tauk-
shabin village, and a few aerated water factories employing
about three men each, are the only approach to special indus-
tries the District can boast of. A little weaving is carried
on in the town and villages for domestic consumption ; there
are a certain number of mat-weavers and potters, and a little
cutch is boiled at Sidoktaya. At Thayetkyin, a small village
near Salin, the people manufacture the rough black paper
of which parabaiks are made ; but even this industry is being
driven out by the introduction of European paper. The arts
are even worse represented. Sinbyugyun, where lacquer betel-
boxes, brass bowls, and a little wood-carving are turned out,
is the only place worthy of mention in this regard.

The few large traders in the District are chiefly either Commerce

Chinamen or natives of India. Minbu town in the south and 28d trade.
Sinbyugyun in the north are the two main commercial centres.
The chief exports are cutch, hides, sesamum seed and oil,
gram, beans, and other kinds of agricultural produce ; and the
main imports are piece-goods, yarn, salted fish, #gaps, and, in
years of scarcity, rice. The two principal routes for external
trade are the Irrawaddy on the east and the An pass, which
is reached by a track through Ngape, on the west. The latter
is freely used by the pack-bullocks that ply between Kyaukpyu
and the western portion of Minbu.

Internal traffic is mostly by road, and no railways have been Means of
constructed. A stretch of good metalled roadway, 9 miles long, °°t';';:““i'
connects Salin with the Irrawaddy, and a few short lengths )
of 2 or 3 miles each run out from Minbu town ; but not a
single highway has been metalled for any considerable length.

The chief land communications are the chain of roads running
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from south to north from Thayetmyo to the Pakokku border,
passing through Minbu, Sagu, Legaing, and Salin by way of
Sinbyugyun and Zibyubin ; the road from Minbu to Ngape
by way of Singaung; and the road from Salin to Sun. A track
from Salin to Sidoktaya is in course of construction. These
are maintained by the Public Works department, but about
118 miles of road are kept up from the District fund, less than
4 miles being metalled. Merchandise is conveyed chiefly in
bullock-carts, but where the roads fail in the west of the District
pack-bullocks are used.

The chief waterways for internal traffic are the rivers Mon
and Man. The Mon is navigable in the rains by 2-ton dug-
outs up to the point where it enters the District. The Man is
not navigable during the dry season at all, but in the rains
boats can go as high as Aingma. The main waterway is,
however, the Irrawaddy. Steamers of the Irrawaddy Flotilla
Company ply four times a week, carrying mails and passengers,
twice up from Rangoon and twice down from Mandalay. The
same company also runs a small steamer between Minbu and
Thayetmyo, and a large number of cargo-boats. A steam
ferry plies across the Irrawaddy between Minbu and Magwe,
and there are other local ferries.

Famine, in the worst sense of the word, is unknown in
Minbu, though years of scarcity are not uncommon. Accidents
to irrigation works, deficiency of rain, and cattle-disease cause
distress; but agricultural loans relieve the strain, and emi-
gration to Lower Burma acts as a safety-valve. In 1891-2
famine was declared, and relief works were started ; but with
rain in the latter part of the year and a flow of imported rice
from Lower Burma the distress quickly subsided, and later,
when a new relief work was opened, not a person volunteered
for labour on it. A District in which so many kinds of ‘dry’
crops are grown is always to some extent armed against
drought; and it is estimated that even in the event of a
serious famine, the maximum number of persons who would
require daily relief would not exceed 15,000.

For purposes of administration the District is divided into
two subdivisions : Minbu, comprising the townships of Sacu,
LEGAING, and NGAPE; and Salin, comprising those of SaLin
and SIDOKTAYA. Minbu is the head-quarters of the Com-
missioner of the Division’. The Public Works department
is represented by two Executive Engineers, one in charge of

! The transfer of the head-quarters to Magwe has been sanctioned, and
will probably take place shortly.
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- the Mon canals and another in charge of the Salin irrigation
subdivision. For ordinary public works the District forms
a subdivision of the Thayetmyo Public Works division. There
is a Deputy-Conservator of forests at Minbu, who is also in
charge of the Magwe forests. The total number of village
headmen is 458. ,

The District, subdivisional, and township courts are ordi- Civil and
narily presided over by the respective executive officers. The criminal
head-quarters magistrate at Minbu, however, acts as additional Justice.
judge of the District court, and there is an additional judge
in the Salin township court. The indigenous population are
on the whole law-abiding, and not as a rule litigious.

Before annexation, revenue in Upper Burma was raised Revenue
by a fixed lump assessment on every town (myo), and was :g':g:l“'
collected in kind by the town-headman (myo-wun), who sold
the produce thus collected, and forwarded to the court officials
the whole or so much of the proceeds as he thought would
content them. The tkathameda tax, the chief source of
revenue, was introduced by king Mindon, and at first stood
at Rs. 3 per household. Subsequently it was raised until it
reached an average of about Rs. 10. Along the Mon valley
the tax seems to have been treated as a tax partly on house-
holds and partly on land, the average rate being Rs. r10.
Every household was assessed, in the first instance, at only Rs. 5,
the balance varying according to the quantity and quality
of the land worked by the taxpayer. A direct land tax was
also levied on certain kinds of state land : namely, irrigated
and mayin (hotseason) rice lands, some Ayun (island) and
kaing (alluvial) lands, and certain lands devoted to the up-keep
of pagodas and other religious property. Irrigated state land
paid much the same proportion of out-turn in revenue as non-
state land paid in rent to the local landlords. In Salin the
amount was usually one-half or one-third, in Sagu and Legaing
one-half to one-fourth. Maysn rice lands paid sometimes one-
fifth of their out-turn, and sometimes Rs. 10 per 10 saiks
(about 2 acres). KXyun lands were variously assessed ; and
alluvial lands, if of good quality, would pay about one-ﬁfth
if poor, one-tenth of their produce.

After annexation the Burmese methods of assessment were
at first generally maintained ; but in 18go an ad inferim system
was introduced under which Government dealt direct with
the cultivators, instead of through officials like the myo-wuns,
and the rate at which rice was to be commuted was fixed
annually by the Deputy-Commissioner according to market
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rates. Lump-sum assessments and acre rates were abolished,
the 4an (roughly 75 square cubits) was taken as the unit, and
rates were raised all round. At the same time crop out-turns
were measured, and statistics collected as to the cost of culti-
vation, with the result that in the following year (1891-2) the
rates were generally reduced. By 1893 the cadastral survey
of most of the District was completed, and in that year regular
settlement operations were started. They were finished by
the end of 1897, but did not include the townships of Ngape
and Sidoktaya, which were summarily settled in 1901. As
a result the main rates, as finally sanctioned for five years in
1899, were as follow: irrigated rice, Rs. 2 to Rs. 7 per acre;
alluvial rice (Zaze), R. 1 to Rs. 4-8-0; hot-season rice, Rs. 4;
unirrigated rice, Rs. 1-8—0 or Rs. 2-8—0. Alluvial crops other
than rice pay from Rs. 2 to Rs. 7, and upland (ya) crops are
assessed at rates varying from 4 annas to Rs. 1-8—o per acre.
These figures all refer to state land; other land pays three-
fourths of these rates. The average size of a holding (including
fallows) is—for irrigated rice, 7% acres ; for Zaze rice, 53 acres;
for mayin rice, 2} acres; for mogaung rice, 6% acres ; for ya
crops, 8% acres ; and for alluvial (£afng) crops, 5} acres.

As the result of the summary settlement of the Ngape
and Sidoktaya townships in 1901, the rate for irrigated rice
has been fixed at Rs. 4 or Rs. 3, according to the quality of
the soil, while unirrigated rice pays Rs. 2, ya land from 8
annas to R. 1, and alluvial crops from R. 1 to Rs. 5 per acre.
The average size of a holding in the summarily settled tract
is, for rice land, 4 acres; for gardens, 1} acres; and for ya
land, 7 acres.

The following table shows the fluctuations in the revenue
since 18go-1, in thousands of rupees : —

1890-1. 1900-1. 1003-4.

Land revenue . . 90 413 4,94
Total revenue . . 7,70

The large increase in land revenue between 189o—1 and 1900-1
is due to the settlement. Zhatkameda fell, on the introduc-
tion of acre rates, from 4 lakhs in 189o—1 to Rs. 2,41,000
in 1goo-1, but rose to Rs. 2,58,000 in 1903—4.

The income of the District fund in 1903—4 was Rs. 27,000,
half of which was spent on public works. There are two
municipalities in the District, those of MINBU and SaLIN.
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For police purposes the District is in charge of a District Police and

Superintendent, and is divided into two subdivisions which J**
are under an Assistant Superintendent or an inspector. The
strength of the force is 3 inspectors, 13 head constables,
34 sergeants, and 429 constables; and there are 11 police
stations and 13 outposts. The contingent of military police
belongs to the Magwe battalion, and consists chiefly of Sikhs
and Punjabis with an admixture of Karens. The sanctioned
strength is 5 native officers and 180 rifles, of whom 3 native
officers and 110 rifles are stationed at Minbu, and the remainder
at Salin and Pwinbyu. Minbu no longer contains a jail, and
convicts are sent to Magwe.

The District, in spite of its large total of Chins, who are Education.

practically all uneducated, had in 1901 the largest proportion
of males able to read and write in the Province, namely
§3-3 per cent., a result which is largely the outcome of the
energy of the local monastic teachers. For the population
as a whole, male and female, the proportion was 27-3 per cent.
The number of pupils in public and private schools was 3,417
in 1891 and 7,793 in 1901, and the percentage of scholars to
the total population of school-going age in the last-named year
was estimated at 25. In 19o4 there were 9 secondary, 167
primary, and 419 elementary (private. schools, with an atten-
dance of 7,896 (including 349 girls). Of lay institutions the
most important is the Government high school at Minbu.
The total educational expenditure in r9o3—4 amounted to
Rs. 21,000, of which Rs. 3,000 was derived from fees, and the
rest from Provincial funds.

Minbu and Salin possess hospitals, and there is a small H?gitals
dispensary at Sinbyugyun, at the mouth of the Salin river. :nsml'is;s.
The two hospitals have accommodation for 5o in-patients,
of whom 508 were treated in 1903, the total number of out-
patients during the same year being 15,303, and that of
operations 242. Towards their combined income of Rs. 8,300
the two municipalities contributed Rs. 3,900, Provincial funds
Rs. 3,700, and private subscribers Rs. 60o. The dispensary at
Sinbyugyun is maintained wholly from Provincial funds.

Vaccination is compulsory only within the two municipalities. Vaccina-
In 1903—4 the number of persons successfully vaccinated was '1°%-
5,496, representing 24 per 1,000 of population.

[O. S. Parsons, Settlement Report (1900).]

Minbu Subdivision.—Southern subdivision of Minbu
District, Upper Burma, comprising the Sacu, LEGAING, and
NGaAPE townships.

BU. 1L E
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Sagu.—South-eastern township of Minbu District, Upper
Burma, lying along the Irrawaddy, between 19° 53° and
20° 23’ N. and 94° 30’ and 95° 2’ E. with an area of
542 square miles, which comprises a stretch of dry undulating
country round the town of Minbu. The eastern part of the
township is irrigated by the Man river canal system, which
is being extended. The population was 43,659 in 1891,
and 57,699 in 1gor, distributed in one town, MiNBU (popula-
tion, 5,780), the head-quarters of the District, and 197 villages,
Sagu (population, 4,294), on the Man river, being the township
head-quarters. The area cultivated in 1903—4 was 105 square
miles, and the land revenue and #katkameda amounted to
Rs. 1,57,000. '

Legaing.—Central township of Minbu District, Upper
Burma, lying in the Mon Valley, between 20° 9" and 20° 29’ N.
and 94° 26’ and 94° 48’ E., with an area of 533 square miles.
The population was 35,895 in 1891, and 36,397 in 19or,
distributed in 146 villages, Legaing (population, 2,787), a
village about 15 miles north-west of Minbu, being the head-
quarters. A large tract of the township, which is undulating
and dry, will be irrigated by the Mon canals now under construc-
tion. The area cultivated in 1903—4 was 70 square miles, and
the land revenue and tAathameda amounted to Rs. 1,15,000.

Ngape.—South-western township of Minbu District, Upper
Burma, drained by the upper reaches of the Man river, and
lying between 19° 50" and 20° 10’ N. and 94° 17’ and 94° 40’ E.,
with an area of 362 square miles. The population, which
consists largely of Chins, was 13,146 in 1891, and 16,033 in
rgo1, distributed in 144 villages. Ngape (population, 1,042),
a village on the Man river, some 3o miles west of Minbuy, is
the head-quarters. The township, a large portion of which is
covered by the forests of the Arakan Yoma, is sparsely popu-
lated, and the cultivable area is small. The area actually
cultivated in 19o3—4 was only g square miles, and the land
revenue and tkatkameda amounted to Rs. 33,000.

Salin Subdivision.—Northern subdivision of Minbu
District, Upper Burma, com